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Foreword

apacity building for injury prevention is one of the main challenges
Cfacing the injury prevention area today. The need is very obvious -
injuries are a major global public health problem that has largely been over-
looked. Reports of the World Health Organization (WHO) such as the World
report on violence and health, the World report on road traffic injury prevention,
and the World report on child injury prevention have done much to raise aware-
ness about the magnitude of the problem, its impact and the potential for
prevention. In a large number of settings this increased awareness has been
followed up by specific commitments on the part of governments and an in-
creased willingness to engage with the prevention of injury.

And yet, engaging with injury prevention is inherently challenging. Due
to the historical neglect of the area of injury, many countries do not have
the experts needed to address the issues based on the best available evidence.
Public health students generally receive only a very rudimentary exposure
to topics related to injury prevention. Doctors and nurses learn about the
management of trauma and injuries but rarely have exposure to the latest
knowledge on prevention. Government staff working in sectors relevant to
the prevention of injury have not always benefited from such training ei-
ther. Channels and mechanisms for sharing information across different
sectors of government are often insufficient, and personnel and funding re-
quired to support basic needs such as injury surveillance are usually absent.

In short, there is a wide variety of needs in terms of developing the ca-
pacities required to prevent injury. In order to define its contribution to
meeting these needs, WHO held an international consultation meeting in
2002. The primary recommendation emerging from this meeting was that
WHO should coordinate the development of a global curriculum for in-
jury prevention and control. The curriculum, known as TEACH-VIP (Train-
ing, Educating and Advancing Collaboration in Health on Violence and
Injury Prevention), was launched in 2005. In 2007 additional material was
added to the curriculum to address the areas of disability and rehabilitation.
TEACH-VIP 2 is the first major revision and update of the original TEACH-
VIP currriculum, and is provided here in its entirety on CD-ROM with its use
described further in this manual. Some of the areas of revision in this edition
include: newer case examples, updated data, newer graphics, and new les-
son content addressing areas such as child injury, alcohol and violence, inti-
mate partner and sexual violence, and policy.

TEACH-VIP 2 can be used as a basis for training a variety of audiences
ranging from students in schools of public health or medicine to officials
from government and nongovernmental organizations. Some of TEACH-
VIP’s many assets are its modular form and the fact that it is provided
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electronically, thereby allowing for easy modification to adapt to local con-
ditions and environment.

The TEACH-VIP potential will be better realized if the TEACH-VIP 2 cuz-
riculum is used in conjunction with other steps to develop national capac-
ity for injury prevention. Other elements to consider are the existence of a
national strategy and plan of action, data collection systems, platforms to
share information and coordinate action, prevention programmes and ef-
forts to assist victims and survivors. This users’ manual also discusses some
other areas in which specific capacity building needs and opportunities exist.

The TEACH-VIP 2 manual is the latest iteration to result from a consider-
able global effort. The original version of TEACH-VIP was developed over a
period of three years in collaboration with more than 60 experts across 19
countries. It is my hope that TEACH-VIP 2 will help in efforts for local, na-
tional and regional capacity building and thereby contribute to reducing
the unacceptable toll of injuries and violence.

Dr Etienne Krug

Director

Department of Injuries and Violence Prevention
World Health Organization
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