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Many of the policies and programmes that affect health originate outside the health  sector.
Governments need, therefore, to address population health using a strategy or policy  principle
that fosters intersectoral action. 
Health in All Policies (HiAP) does just that, encouraging intersectoral approaches to
 management, coordination and action. This volume captures the research on how inter sectoral
governance structures operate to help deliver HiAP. It offers a framework for assessing:
• how governments and ministries can initiate action, and
• how intersectoral governance structures can be successfully established, used and  sustained. 
This volume is intended to provide accessible and relevant examples that can inform  
  policy-makers of the governance tools and instruments available and equip them for
 intersectoral action. 
The European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies and the International Union for
Health Promotion and Education have worked with more than 40 contributors to explore the
 rationale, theory and evidence for intersectoral governance. This volume contains over  
20 mini case studies from Europe, the Americas, Asia and Australia on how countries  currently
use intersectoral governance for HiAP in their different contexts. It also highlights nine key
 intersectoral structures and sets out how they facilitate intersectoral action. They include:
• cabinet committees and secretariats
• parliamentary committees
• interdepartmental committees and units
• mega-ministries and mergers
• joint budgeting
• delegated financing
• public engagement
• stakeholder engagement
• industry engagement.
It is hoped that in addition to being policy relevant this study will also contribute to  reducing the
current knowledge gap in this field. 
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Foreword

Since the arrival of the new millennium, the field of health promotion has 
added many emerging areas related to health to its field of interest and action. 

Many of these areas were, of course, anticipated in the Ottawa Charter on 
Health Promotion; nonetheless there has been an explosion of interest in three 
critical areas in recent years, namely on the social determinants of health, 
governance, and Health in All Policies, and more specifically “the translation 
of Health in All Policies from a policy principle into a policy practice”. Now 
we have a new and significant book that addresses these three areas in a most 
exciting way. 

The International Union for Health Promotion and Education (IUHPE) 
acknowledges that many of the solutions to the most pressing health 
issues reside outside the health sector. It is therefore imperative to facilitate 
governance practices that enable improved work across sectors in government, 
the nongovernment sector, academic institutions and the private sector, at all 
territorial levels.

During the course of many discussions among health promoters it became clear 
that we lacked a solid understanding of the mechanisms that made possible the 
development of Health in All Policies. We knew that some European countries 
were clearly taking the lead in developing a Health-in-All-Policies approach 
and we observed that they often had a strong focus on issues such as equity, 
social justice and the reduction of the impact of poverty – all of which were key 
social dimensions related to the production of ill health. However we did not 
have a clear understanding of what went on in the world of governance within 
these countries that resulted in successfully creating a Health-in-All-Policies 
framework. This book aids greatly in more fully understanding the processes 
that lead to health in policies, while recognizing the need to further debate 
and research “to document the experience, assess the evidence and compare 
the effectiveness of different governance structures in producing action on 
social determinants of health, and ultimately on population health outcomes”. 
By digging more deeply into the day-to-day work of governance, more of the 
internal processes are revealed.
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