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GUINEA-WORM DISEASE: =

GUINEA-WORM DISEASE (DRACUNCULIASIS)

Guinea-worm disease, also known as dracunculiasis, is on
the verge of eradication.

The World Health Organization (WHO) and its main
partners, The Carter Center and the United Nations
Children’s Fund, are advocating capacity-strengthening to
support the remaining endemic countries and previously
endemic countries that have not been certified free of
transmission to strengthen surveillance and response
systems and ensure prompt detection and containment
of cases.

In countries where transmission still occurs, the disease
places a major economic burden on people in affected

villages. The cost in lost revenue for individuals and the
community can be very high.

Almost 97% of guinea-worm disease transmission
now occurs in newly independent South Sudan. There,
progress continues to be reported and transmission rates
are declining (by almost 95% since 2006 when a full-
scale programme was launched). Lack of safe drinking-
water, insecurity and population movements remain major
impediments to interrupting transmission.

Advocacy campaigns for capacity strengthening aim to
bolster the surveillance system in Ethiopia, Ghana, Mali,
Chad, Coéte d’lvoire, Kenya, Niger, Nigeria, South Sudan
and Sudan, and enable prompt detection and containment
of reported and rumoured cases.




Of the 20 countries that were endemic in the 1980s, guinea- RESOURCES
worm cases occurred in only 4 countries in 2011 (Chad,
hiopia, Mali and South Sudan). Eradicating a disease is not simple. It is even more challenging
when no medication or vaccine is available to treat or prevent
implemented measures  the disease.
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