
External evaluation
2008–2012

Executive summary

Advancing sexual and reproductive health   





External evaluation  
2008–2012

UNDP/UNFPA/UNICEF/WHO/WORLD BANK  
Special Programme of Research, Development and 

Research Training in Human Reproduction (HRP)

Executive summary

WHO/RHR/HRP/13.01



II HRP External evaluation 2003–2007

WHO/RHR/HRP/13.01

UNDP/UNFPA/UNICEF/WHO/World Bank Special Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in Human 
Reproduction (HRP). External evaluation 2008–2012; Executive summary 

© World Health Organization 2013

All rights reserved. Publications of the World Health Organization can be obtained from WHO Press, World Health Organization, 
20 Avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland (tel.: +41 22 791 3264; fax: +41 22 791 4857; e-mail: bookorders@who.int). 
Requests for permission to reproduce or translate WHO publications – whether for sale or for noncommercial distribution – should be 
addressed to WHO Press, at the above address (fax: +41 22 791 4806; e-mail: permissions@who.int). 

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion 
whatsoever on the part of the World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its 
authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted lines on maps represent approximate border lines for 
which there may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are endorsed or recommended by 
the World Health Organization in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the 
names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the information contained in this publication. 
However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied. The responsibility for 
the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader. In no event shall the World Health Organization be liable for damages 
arising from its use.

Views expressed in this document are those of the 2008–2012 HRP External Evaluation Team. 

Printed in Switzerland



Executive Summary III

Contents

Abbreviations V

Authors and acknowledgements VI

1. Introduction and methods 1

1.1 Background  1

1.2 A note on language 2

1.3 Previous external evaluations of HRP 2

1.4 The current external evaluation of HRP 3

2. Overall assessment of HRP’s relevance and effectiveness 5

2.1 Introduction 5

2.2 Global public health goods 5

2.3 Comparative advantage 9

2.4 Norms and standards 10

2.5 Monitoring of global trends in sexual and reproductive health 10

2.6 The sexual and reproductive health/HIV research agenda 11

2.7 Efficiency and effectiveness of HRP’s communication 12

3. Efficiency and effectiveness of HRP’s governance, management and administration  16

3.1 Introduction 16

3.2 Funding and fundraising 16

3.3 Financial management 18

3.4 Cosponsorship 18

3.5 Governance 19

3.6 Management and administration 23

4 Evidence generation and synthesis to improve family planning, prevent unsafe abortion and prevent and control 
sexually transmitted and reproductive tract infections 26

4.1 Introduction 26

4.2 Methods 26

4.3 Findings 26

4.4 Conclusions and recommendations 29



IV HRP External evaluation 2003–2007

5 Research-capacity strengthening and network building 30

5.1 Introduction 30

5.2 Methods 30

5.3 Findings 30

5.4 Conclusions and recommendations 32

6 Strengthening implementation research 34

6.1 Introduction 34

6.2 Methods 34

6.3 Findings 34

6.4 Conclusions and recommendations 36

7 The status of, and opportunities for strengthening, engagement with the private sector and civil society 38

7.1 Introduction  38

7.2 Methods 38

7.3 Findings 39

7.4 Conclusions  39

8 Summary of major conclusions and recommendations 42

8.1 General conclusions 42

8.2 Recommendations 43

8.3 Final conclusions 46

Annex 1: Abbreviated terms of reference for the 2008–2012 external evaluation of HRP 47

Proposal for HRP external evaluation 2008–2012 (to be presented in June 2013) 47



Executive Summary V

Abbreviations

CSO civil society organization
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