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INVESTING IN WATER
AND SANITATION:

UN-WATER REPORTS

UN-Water is the United Nations (UN) inter-agency coordination mechanism for freshwater related issues, including sanitation. It was formally established
in 2003 building on a long history of collaboration in the UN family. UN-Water is comprised of UN entities with a focus on, or interest in, water related

issues as Members and other non-UN international organizations as Partners.

The work of UN-Water is organized around Thematic Priority Areas and Task Forces as well as awareness-raising campaigns such as World Water Day

(22 March) and World Toilet Day (19 November).

The main purpose of UN-Water is to complement and add value to existing programmes and projects by facilitating synergies and joint efforts, so as to
maximize system-wide coordinated action and coherence. By doing so, UN-Water seeks to increase the effectiveness of the support provided to Member

States in their efforts towards achieving international agreements on water.

PERIODIC REPORTS

WORLD WATER DEVELOPMENT REPORT (WWDR])

is the reference publication of the UN system on the status of the global freshwater resource. The Report
is the result of the strong collaboration among UN-Water Members and Partners and it represents
the coherent and integrated response of the UN system to freshwater-related issues and emerging
challenges. The report production is coordinated by the World Water Assessment Programme and the
theme is harmonized with the theme of World Water Day (22 March). From 2003 to 2012, the WWDR
was released every three years and from 2014 the Report is released annually to provide the most up
to date and factual information of how water-related challenges are addressed around the world.

Strategic outlook

State, uses and management of water
resources

Global

Regional assessments

Triennial (2003-2012)

Annual (from 2074)

Links to the theme of World Water Day
(22 March)

UN-WATER GLOBAL ANALYSIS AND ASSESSMENT OF SANITATION AND

Strategic outlook
_DRI NKING-WATER (GLAAS] o . Water supply and sanitation
is produced by the World Health Organization (WHO) on behalf of UN-Water. It provides a global Global
update on the policy frameworks, institutional arrangements, human resource base, and international Regional assessments
and national finance streams in support of sanitation and drinking-water. It is a substantive input Country assessments
into the activities of Sanitation and Water for All (SWA). Biennial (since 2008)
THE PROGRESS REPORT OF THE WHO/UNICEF JOINT MONITORING Status and trends
.PROQRAM.ME FOR WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION [.JIV.IP] Water supply and sanitation
is affiliated with UN-Water and presents the results of the global monitoring of progress towards Global

MDG 7 target C: to halve, by 2015, the proportion of the population without sustainable access to
safe drinking-water and basic sanitation. Monitoring draws on the findings of household surveys and
censuses usually supported by national statistics bureaus in accordance with international criteria.

Regional and national assessments
Biennial (1990-2014)
Annual updates (since 2013)

UN-WATER  UN-WaterTechnical Advice on a Possible Post-2015 Global Goal for Water

PLANNED  UN-Water Analytical Brief on Wastewater Management
PUBLICATIONS UN-Water Report on the International Year of Water Cooperation

UN-Water Report on the International Decade for Action ‘Water for Life’ 20052015
2014-2015 P

UN-Water Country Briefs

UN-Water Policy Brief on Discrimination and the Right to Water and Sanitation

UN-Water Policy Brief on Water Security
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Foreworad

Access to safe drinking-water and basic sanitation is essential to human health and
survival. But for many people living in low-resource settings, these vital services remain
out of reach.

AN ESTIMATED BILLIONS some 209 HUNDREDS

148 MILLION LACK ACCESS BILLION PEOPLE OF MILLIONS OF PEOPLE
women, men and to safe water that is —more than one third of = do not have soap and
children lack access to reliably and continuously  the global population— clean water to wash

an improved source of delivered in sufficient live without basic their hands, a simple
drinking-water. quantities. sanitation facilities. practice that prevents the

spread of diarrhoeal and
respiratory illness.

The urgent need for increased access to water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) services is a key theme of this report. The UN-Water
Global Analysis and Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking-Water (GLAAS 2014) led by WHO on behalf of UN-Water, draws on
data from 94 countries and 23 external support agencies. It is the most comprehensive report, to date, on country efforts and
approaches to extend WASH services to all.

There are important achievements to note. Between 1990 and 2012, for example, 2.3 billion people around the world gained
access to an improved drinking-water source. In that same time frame, the number of children who died from diarrhoeal
diseases—strongly associated with poor water, sanitation and hygiene—fell from approximately 1.5 million to just over 600,000.
However, key areas of concern remain. In many countries, for example, inadequate water and sanitation policies and practices
are fuelling the spread of disease, not only in households and communities, but in schools and health centres. At the time of
writing, poor WASH conditions in communities and institutional settings, especially health facilities, have been exacerbating the
spread of Ebola in West Africa.



Other key challenges include:

Critical gaps in monitoring: Reliable information is vital to identify gaps in access and to inform policy. Though many countries
have WASH monitoring frameworks in place, most report inconsistent gathering of data and poor capacity for analysis.

Weak country capacity to implement plans: Despite strong political support for universal access to water and sanitation,
few countries surveyed have the capacity to fully implement their national WASH plans and conduct meaningful reviews.

Insufficient funding: Though international aid for the WASH sector has increased, national funding needs continue to
outweigh available resources. Most countries report that current funding levels are insufficient to meet their targets for
drinking-water and sanitation.

These challenges, among others, are central to ongoing discussions around the proposed post-2015 Sustainable Development
Goals. We hope the GLAAS 2014 report will serve as a useful resource for leaders and policy-makers as they define priorities in
WASH for the next decade and beyond.

Dr Margaret Chan Michel Jarraud
Director General Chair
WHO UN-Water
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