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foreword v

the who western pacific region continues to face many challenges in ensuring that millions 
of people, particularly poor and vulnerable populations, have financial protection against 

illness to prevent financial hardship from out-of-pocket payments or a decision not to seek health 
services . the development and improvement of health financing policies and their monitoring 
and evaluation are important to a country’s journey towards universal health coverage, which is 
defined as all people having access to quality health services that are needed without enduring 
financial hardship paying for these services .

who supports countries as they move closer towards universal health coverage through the 
development of their health financing systems . the third edition of the Health Financing Country 
Profiles for the Western Pacific Region provides summary descriptions of the health financing 
systems of 27 countries in the who western pacific region . A cross-country comparison and 
individual country profiles of health expenditure trends from 1995–2011 are analysed in the 
context of each country’s health financing system, current issues and developments in health 
financing reform .
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regional director
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