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Preface

This handbook is based on the World Health Organization 
(WHO) guideline Responding to intimate partner violence 
and sexual violence against women: WHO clinical and policy 
guidelines, 2013. It also draws on other WHO guidance 
documents, in particular: 

• Clinical management of rape survivors (WHO, UNFPA and 
UNHCR, 2004) 

• Guidelines for medico-legal care for victims of sexual 
violence (WHO, 2003)

• Joint WHO/ILO guidelines on post-exposure prophylaxis 
(PEP) to prevent HIV infection (2007)

• Psychological first aid: guide for field workers (WHO, War 
Trauma Foundation & World Vision International, 2011)

• mhGAP intervention guide for mental, neurological and 
substance use disorders in non-specialized health settings 
(WHO, 2010); Clinical management of mental, neurological 
and substance use conditions during humanitarian 
emergencies (WHO & UNHCR, forthcoming)

The final version of this handbook will be part of the health 
component of the UN Women and UNFPA Joint Global 
Programme on Essential Services for Women and Girls subject to 
Violence 2013-2017.
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