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ACSM advocacy, communication and social mobilization

AIDS acquired immunodeficiency syndrome

ART antiretroviral therapy

CBO community-based organization

CDC United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

CPT  co-trimoxazole preventive therapy

DOTS the basic package that underpins the Stop TB Strategy 

GFATM Global Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria

HIV human immunodeficiency virus

HMIS health management information systems

IEC information, education and communication

IPT isoniazid preventive therapy

M&E monitoring and evaluation

MDG Millennium Development Goal

MDR-TB multidrug-resistant tuberculosis

NACP national AIDS control programme

NGO nongovernmental organization

NTP national TB control programme

PEPFAR United States President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief

PMTCT prevention of mother-to-child transmission of HIV

TB tuberculosis

TB/HIV the intersecting epidemics of TB and HIV

TBPT tuberculosis preventive therapy

UNAIDS Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

UNGASS United Nations General Assembly Special Session

USAID United States Agency for International Development

VCT voluntary counselling and HIV testing

WHO World Health Organization
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Glossary

The definitions provided below refer to the use of terms contained in this guide and are not 
necessarily valid in other contexts.1

evaluation

the rigorous, scientifically-based collection of information about program/intervention 
activities, characteristics, and outcomes that determine the merit or worth of the program/
intervention. Evaluation studies provide credible information for use in improving programs/
interventions, identifying lessons learned, and informing decisions about future resource 
allocation.

Related terms: Economic evaluation; Formative evaluation; Impact evaluation; Outcome 
evaluation, Process evaluation; Operational research; Summative evaluation

impact

the long-term, cumulative effect of programs/interventions over time on what they ultimately 
aim to change, such as a change in HIV infection, AIDS-related morbidity and mortality. 

Note: Impacts at a population-level are rarely attributable to a single program/intervention, 
but a specific program/intervention may, together with other programs/interventions, 
contribute to impacts on a population.

impact evaluation

a type of evaluation that assesses the rise and fall of impacts, such as disease prevalence 
and incidence, as a function of HIV programs/interventions. Impacts on a population 
seldom can be attributed to a single program/intervention; therefore, an evaluation of 
impacts on a population generally entails a rigorous design that assesses the combined 
effects of a number of programs/interventions for at-risk populations.

Related terms: Economic evaluation; Outcome evaluation; Summative evaluation 

inputs

the financial, human, and material resources used in a program/intervention.

Synonym: Resources

monitoring

routine tracking and reporting of priority information about a program / project, its inputs 
and intended outputs, outcomes and impacts.

Related terms: Impact monitoring; Input and output monitoring; Outcome monitoring

outcome

short-term and medium-term effect of an intervention’s outputs, such as change in 
knowledge, attitudes, beliefs, behaviors.

Related terms: Outputs; Impacts

1 GLOSSARY OF M&E TERMS Prepared by the Evaluation Technical Working Group of the Joint 
United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) Monitoring and Evaluation Reference Group 
June 2008 http://www.globalhivmeinfo.org/DigitalLibrary/Digital Library/Glossary of Monitoring 
and Evaluation Terms.doc
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