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1. Preface 

Tobacco product regulation, which involves regulating the contents and emissions 
of  tobacco products by testing, mandating the disclosure of  the test results and 
regulating the packaging and labelling of  tobacco products, is one of  the pillars 
of  any comprehensive tobacco control programme. The WHO Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control (WHO FCTC), a binding international treaty, 
acknowledges the importance of  tobacco product regulation in Articles 9, 10 and 
11, and Parties to the Convention are bound by the provisions of  those articles. 

A WHO scientific advisory group on tobacco product regulation was established 
in 2000 to fill the gaps in knowledge that existed at the time. The scientific 
information provided by that group served as a basis for the negotiations and 
the subsequent consensus reached on the language of  those three articles of  the 
Convention.

In November 2003, in recognition of  the critical importance of  regulating 
tobacco products, the WHO Director-General formalized the ad hoc Scientific 
Advisory Committee on Tobacco Product Regulation by changing its status to 
that of  a study group, which became the WHO Study Group on Tobacco Product 
Regulation (TobReg). The Group is composed of  national and international 
scientific experts on product regulation, treatment of  tobacco dependence and 
the laboratory analysis of  tobacco ingredients and emissions. Its work is based on 
scientific evidence from the latest research on tobacco product issues. It makes 
recommendations and proposes testing for filling regulatory gaps in tobacco 
control. As a formalized entity of  WHO, TobReg reports to the WHO Executive 
Board through the Director-General to draw Member States’ attention to the 
Organization’s efforts in tobacco product regulation.
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