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Glossary

The definitions given below apply to the terms used in this report. They may 
have different meanings in other contexts. 

Albumin: A plasma-derived medicinal product used for patients needing 
protein or volume replacement.

Apheresis: The process by which one or more blood components are 
selectively obtained from a donor by withdrawing whole blood, separating 
it by centrifugation and/or filtration into its components, and returning 
those not required to the donor. The term ‘plasmapheresis’ is also used for a 
procedure dedicated to the collection of plasma. 

Blood collection: A procedure whereby a single donation of blood is collected 
in a sterile receptacle containing anticoagulant and/or stabilizing solution, 
under conditions designed to minimize microbiological contamination, 
cellular damage and/or coagulation activation. 

Blood component: A constituent of blood that can be prepared under 
such conditions that it can be used directly (or after further processing) for 
therapeutic applications. The main therapeutic blood components are red 
blood cell concentrates, platelet concentrates, plasma for transfusion, and 
cryoprecipitate.  

Blood establishment: Any structure, facility or body that is responsible 
for any aspect of the collection, testing, processing, storage, release and/
or distribution of human blood or blood components when intended for 
transfusion or further industrial manufacturing. It encompasses the terms 
‘blood bank’, ‘blood centre’, ‘blood service’ and ‘blood transfusion service’. 

Blood product: Any therapeutic substance derived from human blood, 
including whole blood, blood components and plasma-derived medicinal 
products.

Closed system: A system developed for aseptic collection and separation of 
blood and blood components, manufactured under clean conditions, sealed to 
the external environment and sterilized by a validated and approved method.

Cryoprecipitate: A single-donor or small pool therapeutic plasma fraction 
obtained by thawing frozen plasma at 2–4°C and used to treat factor VIII, Von 
Willebrand factor, or fibrinogen deficiencies.

Cryosupernatant: A single-donor therapeutic plasma supernatant fraction 
obtained after removal of cryoprecipitate, used to treat deficiencies in vitamin 
K-dependent plasma factors (e.g. Factor IX). Also called cryo-poor plasma.  
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