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Over  t he  la s t  15 yea r s ,  t he re  was 

remarkab le  p rog res s  i n  t he  f igh t  aga ins t  TB . 

The  Mi l l enn ium Deve lopmen t  Goa l s  (MDG) 

ta rge t  o f  ha l t i ng  and reve r s i ng  TB inc idence 

by  2015 has  been ach ieved and 43 mi l l i on 

l i ves  have  been saved.  Th i s  p rog res s  has 

been poss ib le  t hanks  to  a  number  o f  fac to r s , 

i nc l ud ing adop t ion  and imp lemen ta t ion  o f 

be t t e r  s t ra teg ies  fo r  TB  ca re  and con t ro l  i n 

mos t  coun t r i e s  wor ld -w ide,  as soc ia ted wi t h 

economic  g rowth  i n  many  coun t r i e s ,  as  we l l 

as  advances  i n  re sea rch  wh ich  a l lowed the 

ro l l  ou t  o f  new d iagnos t i c s  and d rugs  fo r 

t he  f i r s t  t ime in  decades .  Howeve r,  TB  i s  t he  

top  in fec t ious  d i sease  k i l l e r  a longs ide  wi t h 

H IV/AIDS,  c la im ing 1.5 mi l l i on  l i ves  eve r y 

yea r  and caus ing  su f f e r i ng  to  m i l l i ons  more . 

As  a  re su l t  o f  t he  ach ievemen t s  i n  comba t ing 

H IV/AIDS,  t ube rcu los i s  and ma la r ia  w i t h in 

t he  con tex t  o f  t he  MDGs,  t he  wor ld  i s  now 

tu r n ing  i t s  a t t en t ion  towards  f i n i sh ing  t he 

job and end ing t he  t h ree  ep idemics ,  as 

pa r t  o f  t he  new Sus ta inab le  Deve lopmen t 

Goa l s  (SDG) ,  t he  e ra  o f  wh ich  wi l l  s ta r t 

on  1 st Janua r y  2016.  The  new WHO End 

TB S t ra tegy,  adop ted by  a l l  WHO Member 

S ta te s  a t  t he  Wor ld  Hea l t h  Assemb ly  i n  May 

2014,  se r ves  as  a  b luep r in t  fo r  coun t r i e s 

to  end t he  g loba l  TB  ep idemic .  I t  se t s 

ta rge t s  to  reduce TB inc idence by  80% 

and TB dea ths  by  90% in  2030,  and to 

e l im ina te  ca tas t roph ic  cos t s  fo r  TB -a f fec ted 

househo lds  by  2020.

To reach  t hese  ambi t ious  ta rge t s ,  new 

revo lu t iona r y  t echno logy  inc l ud ing rap id , 

s imp le ,  po in t -o f - ca re  d iagnos t i c s  fo r 

i n fec t ion  and d i sease ,  sho r te r  reg imens  fo r 

i n fec t ion  and d i sease ,  and even tua l l y  an 

e f fec t i ve  vacc ine ,  a re  needed.  Th i s  requ i re s 

much inv igo ra ted e f fo r t s  i n  re sea rch , 

a long a  con t i nuum tha t  l i n k s  ups t ream 

fundamen ta l  re sea rch  to  d i scove r y  and 

new too l  deve lopmen t ,  and u l t ima te l y  to 

ope ra t iona l  and imp lemen ta t ion  re sea rch 

a l lowing innova t i ve  s t ra teg ic  approaches 

to  be  adap ted to  spec i f i c  coun t r y  needs . 

To  fac i l i t a te  t h i s  e f fo r t ,  t he  Wor ld  Hea l t h 

Organ iza t ion ,  unde r  t he  l eade r sh ip  o f 

D r  Ch r i s t ian  L ienha rd t ,  D r  Knu t  Lönn ro th , 

D r  R icha rd  Menz ies  and Ms D iana Wei l , 

toge the r  w i t h  a  wide range o f  expe r t s 

and par t ne r  agenc ies ,  has  deve loped th i s 

“G loba l  Ac t ion  F ramework  fo r  TB  Resea rch” 

t ha t  se t s  t he  agenda fo r  key  s takeho lde r s  a t 

g loba l  and na t iona l  l eve l s .  The  F ramework 

desc r ibes  how to  s t r eng then  TB re sea rch 



i n  a l l  coun t r i e s ,  w i t h  spec ia l  emphas i s  on 

m idd le - i ncome coun t r i e s  ca r r y ing  t he  la rges t 

bu rden  o f  TB ,  and how to  suppor t  and 

fac i l i t a te  re sea rch  a t  g loba l  l eve l . 

To  ach ieve  t he  v i s ion  o f  an  inv igo ra ted 

and expanded TB resea rch  g loba l l y,  eve r y 

coun t r y  needs  to  ensu re  t ha t  t he  p r i nc ip le s 

con ta ined in  t h i s  F ramework  a re  adop ted 

and pu t  i n to  p rac t i ce .  I n  p rac t i ca l  t e rms ,  t h i s 

means ,  f i r s t ,  t he  deve lopmen t  o f  na t iona l 

s t ra teg ic  p lans  fo r  TB  re sea rch   based on 

consensus  on  t he  top p r io r i t i e s  i nc l ud ing 

capac i t y -bu i ld ing .  Second,   i t  r equ i re s 

t he  es tab l i shmen t  o f  mechan i sms  to  ensu re 

su f f i c ien t  domes t i c  f und ing fo r  TB  re sea rch , 

t ha t  can  be comp lemen ted by   i n te r na t iona l 

f i nanc ing when necessa r y.  Th i rd ,  i t  a l so 

requ i re s  t he  mob i l i za t ion  o f  t hose  pub l i c 

and p r i va te  i n s t i t u t ions  t ha t  can  con t r ibu te 

to  re sea rch  and i t s  f i nanc ing,  t he  de f i n i ta ion 

o f  nove l  ways  o f  mob i l i z i ng  re sou rces , 

and the  expans ion  o f  na t iona l  and g loba l 

i n te rac t ions  t h rough t he  es tab l i shmen t  o f 

ne twork s  o f  re sea rche r s  and in s t i t u t ions  a t 

na t iona l  and in te r na t iona l  l eve l s .

I f  a l l  t he  p r i nc ip le s  t ha t  unde rp in  t he 

F ramework  a re  t rans fo rmed in to  po l i c ie s  and 

p rac t i ce  i n  mos t  coun t r i e s  wor ld -w ide,  t hen 

t he  chances  o f  b reak ing t he  t ra jec to r y  o f 

t he  TB  ep idemic  and wip ing ou t  t h i s  anc ien t 

k i l l e r  w i l l  i nc rease  exponen t ia l l y  ove r  t he 

nex t  seve ra l  yea r s . 

Dr  Mar io  Rav ig l ione 

Di rec to r,  G loba l  TB  P rog ramme 

Wor ld  Hea l t h  Organ iza t ion
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