"@v World Health
%/ Organization

LLL<<

Preventing Perinatal Hepatitis B Virus Transmission:

A Guide for Introducing

and Strengthening
Hepatitis B Birth Dose

Vaccination




The Department of Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals thanks the donors whose
unspecified financial support has made the production of this document possible.

This document was published by the Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) of the
Department of Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals

Printed: December 2015
This publication is available on the Internet at: www.who.int/immunization/documents

Copies of this document as well as additional materials on immunization,
vaccines and biologicals may be requested from:

World Health Organization

Department of Immunization, Vaccines and Biologicals
CH-1211 Geneva 27

Switzerland

Fax: + 41 22 791 4227

Email: vaccines@who.int

WHO Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data

Preventing Perinatal Hepatitis B Virus Transmission: A Guide for Introducing and Strengthening Hepatitis B
Birth Dose Vaccination

|.World Health Organization.

ISBN 978 92 4 150983 1
Subject headings are available from WHO institutional repository
© World Health Organization 2015

Al rights reserved. Publications of the World Health Organization are available on the WHO web site (www.who.int) or can be purchased from WHO Press,
World Health Organization, 20 Avenue Appia, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland (tel.: +41 22 791 3264; fax: +41 22 791 4857,
e-mail: bookorders@who.int).

Requests for permission to reproduce or translate WHO publications —whether for sale or for non-commercial distribution— should be addressed to WHO Press
through the WHO website (www.who.int/about/licensing/copyright_form/en/index.html).

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the
World Health Organization concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers
or boundaries. Dotted and dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are endorsed or recommended by the World Health
Organization in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are
distinguished by initial capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by the World Health Organization to verify the information contained in this publication. However, the

published material is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied. The responsibility for the interpretation and use
of the material lies with the reader. In no event shall the World Health Organization be liable for damages arising from its use.

Printed by the WHO Document Production Services, Geneva, Switzerland



A Guide for Introducing
and Strengthening

Hepatitis B Birth Dose
Vaccination



Acknowledgements

This document was developed by the Expanded Programme on Immunization of the
World Health Organization (WHO) Department of Immunization, Vaccines and
Biologicals. The following individuals have contributed to the production of this guide

and their inputs are acknowledged with sincere gratitude:
Burnet Institute: Chris Morgan

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC): Francisco Averhoff, Nancy Glass,
José Hagan, Amy Kolwaite, Minal Patel, Jennifer Read, Rachel Wilson, Susan Wang,
Eric Wiesen

Ministére de la Santé et de |'Action Sociale, Senegal: Ousseynou Badiane

WHO: Devina Ahluwalia, Blanche Anya, Joseph Biey, Diana Chang-Blanc, Ghislaine
Conombo, Teshome Desta Woldehanna, Roselina De Wee, Aliou Diallo, Rudi Eggers,
Messeret Eshetu Shibeshi, Marta Gacic-Dobo, Kebba Gibba, Tracey Goodman, Phanuel
Habimana, Karen Hennessey, Yvan Hutin, Anna-Lea Kahn, Houria Khelifi, Richard Luce,
Carsten Mantel, Richard Mihigo, Nik Mandalia, Assumpta Muriithi, Bakanuki Nfila,
Naceredine Ouldzeidoune, Dorte Petit, Alain Poy, Maria Quaresma Gomes Dos Anjos,
Severin Ritter von Xylander, Stephanie Shendale, Rachel Seruyange, Fatim Tall, Carol
Tevi Benissan

Independent consultants: Robin Biellik, Dorothy Leab, Daudi Manyanga, Florence Murila,

Daniel Murokora, Jean Tenaguem



About this guide

This document is intended for use by national immunization programme managers,
maternal neonatal and child health (MNCH) professionals, and immunization
partners involved with operationalizing hepatitis B birth dose (HepB-BD) introduction
or strengthening an existing HepB-BD programme. The document also provides

information on the practicality of HepB-BD, to help policy-makers, partners and

managers who are considering introduction of HepB-BD into an immunization schedule.

General guidance about planning the introduction of a vaccine into a national
immunization programme is provided in the document Principles and considerations
for adding a vaccine to a national immunization programme: from decision to
implementation and monitoring published by WHO in 2014 and available at
http://www.who.int/immunization/programmes_systems/policies_strategies/vaccine_

intro_resources/nvi_guidelines/en/.

However, as hepatitis B birth dose is not an entirely new vaccine, but rather a new
delivery strategy for a vaccine already included in the routine schedule, this guide will
focus on the unique aspects and programmatic features of administering hepatitis B
vaccine as a birth dose.

The specific objectives of this guide are:

> to provide an overview of WHO recommendations, best practices, technical

justification and strategic approaches relating to providing hepatitis B birth dose

to newborns.

=>  to highlight the unique operational requirements for introducing a vaccination
that should be delivered as soon after birth as possible, preferably within
24 hours.

-  toinform the policy discussions and operational strategies for the introduction

of hepatitis B birth dose vaccination into a national immunization programme.
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