
CAMBODIA–WHO 
Country Cooperation Strategy 2016–2020





CAMBODIA–WHO 
Country Cooperation Strategy 2016–2020



WPRO/2016/DPM/004

© World Health Organization 2016
All rights reserved. 

Photo credits 
Cover: ©WHO
Inside pages: ©WHO



CONTENTS

Abbreviations........................................................................................................... iv

Foreword................................................................................................................... v

Executive summary................................................................................................ vii

1. Introduction........................................................................................................... 1

2. Health and development situation...................................................................... 2

3. Linkage with the Sustainable Development Goals and the National Health 

Strategic Plan....................................................................................................... 8

4. Strategic agenda for WHO cooperation in Cambodia....................................... 11

	 4.1 Development of the strategic agenda ...................................................... 11

	 4.2 Vision, mission, values of WHO in Cambodia .......................................... 11

	 4.3 Strategic priorities .................................................................................... 12

		  Strategic Priority 1. Providing leadership for priority public  
		  health programmes................................................. 13

		  Strategic Priority 2. Advancing universal health coverage...................... 19

		  Strategic Priority 3. Strengthening capacity for health security............. 23

		  Strategic Priority 4. Engaging in multisectoral collaboration  
		  and fostering partnership........................................ 24

5. Implementing the strategic agenda.................................................................. 27

	 5.1 Transforming WHO’s cooperation for a healthier future.......................... 27

	 5.2. Measuring results and accountability...................................................... 29

Annex....................................................................................................................... 30

References ............................................................................................................. 31



iv

ABBREVIATIONS

AMR 		  antimicrobial resistance

CCS 		  Country Cooperation Strategy

CMDGs 	 Cambodian Millennium Development Goals

CDHS 		  Cambodia Demographic and Health Survey

D&D 		  decentralization and deconcentration

HEFs		  Health Equity Funds

GDP 		  gross domestic product

HDI		  Human Development Index

HPV 		  human papillomavirus

HSP2		  Second Health Strategic Plan 2009–2015

HSP3		  Third Health Strategic Plan 2016–2020

ICD		  International Classification of Diseases

IHR 		  International Health Regulations

LMIC		  low- and middle-income country

LTBI		  latent TB infection

MCV		  measles-containing vaccine

MERS		  Middle East respiratory syndrome

MDGs 		  Millennium Development Goals

NCDs 		  noncommunicable diseases

NSDP 		  National Strategic Development Plan 2014–2018

PLHIV		  people living with HIV/AIDS

RMNCH 	 Reproductive, Maternal, Newborn and Child Health

SDGs		  Sustainable Development Goals

STH		  soil-transmitted helminths

TB 		  tuberculosis

THE		  total health expenditure

TWG-H		 Technical Working Group-Health

UHC		  universal health coverage

UNAIDS	 Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS

UNDAF		 United Nations Development Assistance Framework 2016–2018

WHO		  World Health Organization
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FOREWORD

The Ministry of Health of the Kingdom of Cambodia and the World Health Organization 

(WHO) are pleased to present the Cambodia–WHO Country Cooperation Strategy  

2016–2020, which provides a basis for collaboration on health between Cambodia 

and WHO over the next five years. We trust that this cooperation, and the joint 

implementation of this strategy, will contribute to attainment of the highest possible 

level of health by all people in Cambodia.

Cambodia has enjoyed great success in improving health outcomes in recent decades, 
especially significant reductions in maternal mortality, as documented in the Cambodia 
Demographic and Health Survey 2014. Cambodia also met most of the health-related 
Millennium Development Goals by the end of 2015. 

The country’s health system has been expanded and strengthened. Access to health 
services has increased; coverage of social health protection schemes has expanded, 
along with increased commitment by the Government to finance essential services and 
commodities. There is now stronger stewardship in regulation and governance, and 
greater preparedness for pandemic-prone diseases.

Still, significant challenges remain as Cambodia moves towards universal health 
coverage. Challenges include improving the quality of care and equitable distribution 
of health benefits across population groups, reorienting health systems to respond 
to epidemiologic transitions, ensuring the country’s capacity to contribute to global 
health security, and addressing the social, economic and environmental determinants 
of health. 

This Country Cooperation Strategy (CCS) was developed on the foundation of Third 
Health Strategic Plan 2016–2020, which highlights the Government’s commitment to 
UHC. This CCS is a renewal of the 2009–2015 CCS — and a reaffirmation of our shared 
commitment to support national priorities, goals and strategies. 

Dr Mam Bunheng 
Minister of Health  
Kingdom of Cambodia

Dr Shin Young-soo
Regional Director for the Western Pacific  
World Health Organization
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