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ABBREVIATIONS AND ACRONYMS

AIDS	� acquired immune deficiency 
syndrome

AMR 	 antimicrobial resistance

CI	 confidence interval

DFA	 direct fluorescent antibody

DNA	 deoxyribonucleic acid

DOI	 declaration of interests

FTA-ABS 	� fluorescent treponemal  
antibody absorbed

GDG	 Guideline Development Group

GRADE	� Grading of Recommendations 
Assessment, Development  
and Evaluation

GUD	 genital ulcer disease

HIV	 human immunodeficiency virus

HPV	 human papillomavirus

HSV	 herpes simplex virus

HSV-1	 herpes simplex virus type 1

HSV-2	 herpes simplex virus type 2

ICT	 immunochromatographic

IM	 intramuscular

IV	 intravenous

MSH	 Management Sciences for Health

MSM	 men who have sex with men

MU	 million units

NAAT	 nucleic acid amplification test

PCR	 polymerase chain reaction

PICO	� population, intervention, 
comparator, outcome

PMTCT	� prevention of mother-to-child 
transmission

RDT	 rapid diagnostic tests

RPR	 rapid plasma reagin

STI	 sexually transmitted infection

TPHA	� Treponema pallidum 
haemagglutination assay

TPPA	� Treponema pallidum particle 
agglutination assay

TRUST	 Toluidine Red Unheated Serum Test

VDRL	� Venereal Diseases Research 
Laboratory
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