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FOREWORD
This WHO third generation Country Cooperation Strategy (CCS) responds 
to the reform agenda adopted by the World Health Assembly to strengthen 
WHO capacity at country level and to make its work more responsive to 
host country needs. It also takes guidance from the WHO 12th General 
Programme of Work, the Sustainable Development Goals, the National 
Development Plan and the National Health Strategic Plan 2015-2020. It 
takes into consideration the roles to be played by different partners including 
non-state actors in providing support to health development in the country.

This third-generation CCS draws on lessons from the implementation of the 
fi rst and second generation CCSs and the Country Focus Strategy. 

Universal Health Coverage is the foundation of all other health and health 
related SDG targets. This is priority number one in the national health 
development agenda. Consequently, this is a central theme in this CCS.

The CCS was developed in consultation with key health stakeholders in the 
country and highlights the expectations on the work of the WHO. In line 
with the renewed Country Focus Strategy, the CCS is to be used to guide 
WHO’s work in the country, guide the development of the WHO Country 
Biennial Workplans, and as a resources mobilisation tool. It is also intended 
to be used to inform partners of the WHO Program as well as shape the 
health dimension of the UNDAF and other health partnership platforms in 
the country.

The CCS defi nes four Strategic Priorities, and twelve strategic approaches. 
All the levels of WHO will support South Africa around this strategic agenda. 
WHO will contribute to the South Africa’s health agenda through focusing on 
these strategic priorities.

Dr Matshidiso Rebecca Moeti
Regional Director
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