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Preface 

 
This guidance document replaces the previous guidance for the hazard evaluation of veterinary drug 
residues in food by Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA) monographers 
and reviewers, issued by WHO in 1996. It is intended primarily for WHO Experts (monographers) who 
prepare monographs for JECFA and for Members (reviewers) who have been assigned to peer review 
them and propose evaluations. The guidance will also be useful to sponsors who submit dossiers to 
WHO and other parties interested in understanding the process followed in the evaluation of 
veterinary drug residues in food by JECFA. Detailed scientific guidance on the interpretation of 
toxicological and epidemiological data may be found in the monograph Environmental Health Criteria 
240 (http://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/chemical-food/en/).  

In this guidance document, reference to JECFA is to JECFA (veterinary drug residues), unless 
otherwise specified. 

With the aim of harmonizing the work of JECFA with that of the Joint FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide 
Residues (JMPR), this guidance document takes into account the document entitled Guidance 
document for WHO monographers and reviewers, prepared by JMPR in 2015 
(http://www.who.int/foodsafety/publications/jmpr_guidance_document_1.pdf?ua=1). The authors of 
the JMPR guidance document as well as the authors of this guidance document for the evaluation of 
veterinary drug residues in food are gratefully acknowledged.  

It is envisioned that this guidance document will be modified based upon comments received and 
experience gained in using it. Comments on this guidance document and suggestions for future 
editions will be gladly accepted by the WHO Joint Secretary, Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on 
Food Additives, World Health Organization, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland, at jecfa@who.int.  
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