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FOREWORD

A new era in global health and development began in 2016. The 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development came into force, after its adoption by world leaders in 2015. This new 
holistic vision of global development calls on countries to achieve 17 interconnected 
and interdependent Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and leave no one behind. 

The SDGs build on the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), but they go much 
further. While the Western Pacific Region made remarkable progress under the MDGs, 
gains did not benefit all groups equitably.  

The SDGs reflect a new understanding that today’s health and development challenges 
are increasingly complex, integrated and interlinked. They require more integrated and 
inclusive strategies to achieve economic, environmental, political and social develop-
ment that leaves no one behind. 

The SDGs place more demands on Member States and WHO. Member States may build 
on information systems, policies, reporting and coordination arrangements. At the same 
time, however, they must go beyond business as usual to develop new ways of working 
that address the underlying determinants of quality of life. They must work across all 
sectors and stakeholders to achieve the vision of sustainable development for everyone.

At the sixty-seventh session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Western Pacific 
in October 2016, Member States endorsed the Regional Action Agenda on Achieving 
the Sustainable Development Goals in the Western Pacific. We stand ready to support 
Member States – at all levels of development – in their efforts to achieve the many 
health-related targets of the SDGs.  

Working together, we can make the vision of sustainable development a reality for all 
of the nearly 1.9 billion people who call the Western Pacific Region home.

Shin Young-soo, MD, Ph.D.
Regional Director
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ABBREVIATIONS

AMR  antimicrobial resistance
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DHBs  district health boards
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FETPs  field epidemiology training programmes
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ICT  information and communications technology

ISDS  investor–state dispute settlement

IHR  International Health Regulations

JEE  joint external evaluation

M&E  monitoring and evaluation
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MDGs  Millennium Development Goals

MFA  Medical Financial Assistance
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