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FOREWORD

In the Western Pacific Region, malaria control efforts have been an evolving success 
story. From 2009 to 2015, reported malaria deaths in the Region decreased by 85%, and 
overall cases reduced by 48%. Nine out of 10 of the malaria-endemic countries in the 
Region achieved the malaria targets of the Millennium Development Goals.

Building on these successes in alignment with the Sustainable Development Goals, the 
regional action framework lays a foundation for accelerating progress towards malaria 
elimination in the Region by 2030 – an ambitious goal endorsed by leaders across the 
Region.

Despite our progress, however, malaria burden remains unacceptably high among margin-
alized population groups in many of the endemic countries of the Region. More than 
70% of malaria deaths in the Region are attributable to P. falciparum. This is particularly 
worrisome because of the presence of multidrug resistance in P. falciparum, especially in 
remote and hard-to-reach areas of Cambodia, the Lao People’s Democratic Republic and 
Viet Nam. The presence of multidrug-resistant strains of this type of malaria in areas 
of the Greater Mekong Subregion reinforces the need to accelerate progress towards 
elimination. Unfortunately, P. falciparum malaria is not the only challenge we face.  
P. vivax and P. knowlesi strains also pose unique challenges that must be addressed by 
all countries in the Region.

We can overcome these challenges and improve on the progress towards elimination. 
This framework can help make that happen by helping countries build on successes and 
lay the groundwork for accelerated elimination. The framework provides countries with 
guidelines they need to strengthen surveillance systems and ensure access to proper 
and appropriate drug treatment options. This step will further reduce mortality and 
morbidity from malaria.

With the Regional Action Framework for Malaria Control and Elimination in the Westem 
Pacific (2016–2020), we hope to fulfil the hopes of all those affected by malaria across 
the Region for a healthier, happier and more prosperous future, free from the threat 
of this deadly disease.

Shin Young-soo, MD, Ph.D.
Regional Director
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REGIONAL ACTION FRAMEWORK AT A GLANCE

OVERALL VISION:  A Western Pacific Region free of malaria

GOALS:  Reduce mortality due to malaria in the Region by 50%, and morbidity  
 by at least 30%, by 2020, relative to 2015 baselines.

 Achieve malaria elimination in three countries by 2020.

 Establish and maintain elimination-capable surveillance systems  
 in the Greater Mekong Subregion by 2017, and in all countries  
 of the Region by 2020.

Strategic framework: pillars and objectives for 2016–2020

PILL AR 1 Universal access to malaria prevention, diagnosis and treatment

Objective 1.1 Achieve universal coverage with long-lasting insecticidal nets (LLINs) 
or indoor residual spraying (IRS) for all at-risk populations no later than 
2020, especially in areas of high malaria transmission.

Objective 1.2 Achieve universal access to quality-assured malaria diagnosis and 
treatment no later than 2020, irrespective of household income, place 
of residence or gender.

PILL AR 2 Accelerate efforts towards elimination and attainment of malaria-free status

Objective 2.1 Interrupt transmission of P. falciparum in areas of multidrug resistance, 
including resistance to artemisinin-based combination therapy (ACT), 
by no later than 2020.

Objective 2.2 Accelerate progress towards malaria elimination in countries aiming 
for elimination by 2020.

Objective 2.3 Reduce malaria incidence in identified high-transmission areas to less 
than 1 case per 1000 population-at-risk by 2020.

Objective 2.4 Define first-level subnational administrative units where malaria trans-
mission has been interrupted, and prevent the re-establishment of 
malaria in those areas.

PILL AR 3 Surveillance as a key intervention
Objective 3.1 To establish elimination-capable surveillance systems (including ento-

mological surveillance) by 2017 in countries of the Greater Mekong 
Subregion (GMS) and in countries aiming for elimination by 2020, 
and by 2020 in all other malaria-affected countries of the Western 
Pacific Region.
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