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1 -  Certain States Parties that are not Members States of WHO may become a party to the IHR by notifying acceptance of the Regulations to the Director-
General of the World Health Organisation. Currently, 196 States Parties to the IHR (2005) include all WHO Member States (194) as well as the Holy See 
and Liechtenstein.

2 -  Annex 1 of the IHR (2005) includes 2 sections: A - Core capacity requirements for surveillance and Response, and B - Core capacity requirements for 
designated airports, ports and ground crossing. available at www.who.int/ihr/9789241596664/en/

3 - www.who.int/ihr/publications/WHO_HSE_GCR_2016_2/en/
4 -  In this manual, the terms “Veterinary Authorities” and “Veterinary Services” refer to the definitions in the OIE Code

- Veterinary Authority means the governmental authority, comprising veterinarian, other professionals and paraprofessionals, having the responsibility and
competence for ensuring or supervising the implementation of animal health and welfare measures, international veterinary certification and other standards 
and recommendations in the OIE terrestrial Code in the whole territory.
- “Veterinary Services” means the governmental and non-governmental organisations that implement animal health and welfare measures and other standards
and recommendations in the Code in the territory. The veterinary Services are under the overall control and direction of the Veterinary Authority. Private sector 
organisations, veterinarians, veterinary paraprofessionals are normally accredited or approved by the Veterinary Authority to deliver the delegated functions.

5 -  This document is the version 2 of the Handbook for the Assessment of Capacities at the Human-Animal Interface. Version 1 was associated with the IHR 
questionnaire used by IHR National Focal Points for their annual report to the WHA. This questionnaire is not used anymore since 2016. 

ConTexT
With the coming into force of the revised International 
Health Regulations (IHR (2005)), all States Parties1 are 
required to assess the ability of their national structure 
and resources to meet minimum national core 
capacities for surveillance and response as specified in 
Annex 1 of the IHR (2005)2, and to develop a plan of 
action to ensure that these capacities be present and 
functioning throughout their territories.

Annex 1 of the IHR (2005) provides a list of core capacities – the capacity to detect, report, assess and 
respond to Public Health Event(s) of International Concern (PHEIC) - expected at the three levels of 
implementation in countries – central, intermediate and community levels. All States Parties have committed 
to report their level of compliance with IHR Annex 1 to the World Health Assembly (WHA) on a yearly 
basis.

In order to assist States Parties in their assessment, WHO and partners have developed an external evaluation 
(Joint External Evaluation, JEE) process and a tool (the JEET3). The first stage of the evaluation is a survey 
completed by the country using self-reported data for the various indicators on the JEET. A joint external 
evaluation team comprised of national and international subject matter experts then visit the country for 
facilitated in-depth discussions. As a result a draft report identifies status levels for a set of indicators, as well 
as an analysis of the country’s capabilities, gaps, opportunities and challenges. 

When it comes to the specific contribution from Veterinary Authorities in reaching the objectives of the IHR 
(2005), the OIE’s Performance of Veterinary Services (PVS) Pathway assesses the performance of the national 
Veterinary Services and their compliance with OIE international standards on the quality of Veterinary 
Services. All aspects relevant to the OIE Terrestrial Animal Health Code and the quality of Veterinary 
Services, as per OIE definition4, are reviewed by using the PVS Pathway tools. The PVS Expert Team collects 
and analyses baseline information against 47 Critical Competencies, each of which are described in a specific 
card (Critical Competency Card). More details on PVS Pathway tools can be found in Annex 3.

PVS Pathway reports can greatly facilitate the work of the JEE, both for the self-review and for the evaluation 
by the JEE external team, by providing concrete information regarding the national Veterinary Services’ 
contribution to specific core capacities defined in the IHR (2005). This input may be obvious for some 
specific hazards (zoonoses, food safety, antimicrobial resistance). However there are other key areas that 
should also be considered for a more thorough and holistic review of strengths and gaps. This Handbook5 

has been developed to facilitate this exercise; it explains the synergies and complementarities between the 
two the JEE and the OIE PVS Pathway, with specific information including on how to use the data contained 
in a PVS Evaluation report to assist in the implementation of the JEE.

"Each State Party shall develop, strengthen and maintain, 
as soon as possible but no later than five years from the 
entry into force of these Regulations (…), the capacity 
to detect, assess, notify and report events in accordance 
with these Regulations… and ...the capacity to respond 
promptly and effectively…" 
IHR (2005), Articles 5 and 13
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