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Introduction

Context

There is a renewed global momentum on strengthening global health security and implementing the
International Health Regulations (IHR 2005) since the Ebola outbreak of 2014. The IHR Monitoring
and Evaluation Framework (IHR-MEF) was developed to meet the recommendations of the IHR
Review Committee®. The Joint External Evaluations (JEEs), as part of the IHR-MEF, have been a
critical factor in building this momentum.

The JEE is one of the three voluntary components of the IHR Monitoring and Evaluation Framework
and complements State Parties’ annual reporting (mandatory), simulation exercises and after-action
reviews. The IHR MEF, which is part of the Global Implementation Plan, will be presented for
endorsement at the 70" World Health Assembly in May 2017.

The JEEs are designed to review gaps and priorities for action, in order to facilitate the development
of national action plans for health security. They have received significant interest and strong
support at the highest levels from Member States and partners around the world. As of the technical
review meeting, 37 JEEs had been completed. A further 31 missions are under preparation and many
more countries have expressed an interest in volunteering for a JEE.

Technical Review Meeting

The WHO JEE Secretariat collected and consolidated feedback and comments from Member States,
experts and partners involved in the JEE, since its launch in February 2016. WHO considered this
time frame adequate to review and, where necessary, refine both the JEE tool and process.

The technical review meeting brought together 90 participants from countries, non-governmental
organizations (NGOs), international organizations, partners, and WHO HQ, regional and, country
offices.

The meeting aimed to:

e Review consolidated feedback that had been received on the JEE tool and process since
February 2016.

e Achieve consensus on critical technical changes that can be made to the tool without
affecting its integrity.
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