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Preface

The need has never been greater for a comprehensive approach to vector control.  
The recent unprecedented global spread of dengue and chikungunya viruses and the 
outbreaks of Zika virus disease and yellow fever in 2015–2016 have highlighted the 
challenges faced by countries. Most VBDs can be prevented through vector control, 
but only if it is implemented effectively. This is, however, hampered by numerous chal-
lenges that include: lack of capacity and capability (human, infrastructural and institutional) 
in country programmes; lack of a comprehensive national strategy for vector control 
and the necessary legal framework; a limited toolbox of interventions; lack of community 
involvement; and ongoing environmental and social changes that result in the proliferation 
and geographic expansion of vectors.

In 2016, Member States called upon the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to provide strategic guidance on a comprehensive approach to 
vector control in order to improve the control and prevention of VBDs. 
WHO developed the Global vector control response 2017–2030 (GVCR) 
through a fast-tracked process that included broad consultation with 
Member States and other technical experts. The GVCR received strong 
support at the World Health Assembly in May 2016, with the adoption 
of a dedicated resolution entitled Global vector control response: an 
integrated approach for the control of vector-borne diseases (WHA 70.16). 

The GVCR provides strategic guidance to countries and development 
partners on how to strengthen vector control as a fundamental approach 
to preventing VBDs and responding to outbreaks. To tackle all VBDs and 
engage across all relevant sectors, vector control programmes need to 
be realigned and enhanced to improve action and coordination. To this 
end, one of the priority activities outlined in the GVCR is for countries to 
conduct or update the vector control needs assessment. Such an assess-
ment should describe the current situation with respect to VBDs, outline 
the vector control measures being implemented, identify challenges or 
constraints to optimal implementation, and determine resource needs. 

This information can then be utilized to develop or update countries’ vector control 
strategies and to plan necessary activities.

Several WHO guidance documents have components related to vector control needs 
assessment. Although these have been used by some Member States, none adequately 
outline all the information required for programmes to embark upon programmatic 
reforms or to track progress in line with the GVCR. In light of this gap, there is a need 
for a framework that outlines the process and considerations for conducting a vector 
control needs assessment based on the technical guidance of the GVCR. This Framework 
sets the standards for baseline assessment and progress tracking in line with the goals, 
targets, milestones and priority activities of the GVCR.

It is anticipated that this Framework will be revised on the basis of feedback from 
operational use, experience from GVCR implementation and progress monitoring, and 
as otherwise required in light of subsequent WHO guidance.
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