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FOREWORD

| am pleased to present Monitoring Universal Health Coverage and Health in the
Sustainable Development Goals: Baseline Report for the Western Pacific Region 2017. The
report is expected to serve as a benchmark for assessing progress in implementing
the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and actions towards universal health
coverage (UHC) over the next 14 years.

The report has three purposes. First, it describes the baseline situation for UHC and
health in the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in the Region, including equity-
focused monitoring. Second, it introduces analyses, techniques and tools that can
inform policy dialogue and policy-making. Finally, it highlights current limitations in
monitoring the SDGs and UHC in an effort to inform future action plans and technical
work in the Region.

The report can serve as aguide, butis nota substitute for each country’s own monitoring
framework. Countries can use the report to identify priorities for action over the next
14 years, including areas where progress is needed and areas where further country-
specific analysis and review are required, as well as areas that currently have no data
that can be used to assess progress. Countries can also use the report to foster dialogue
on progress and to encourage knowledge-sharing and reciprocal learning both within
countries and among countries at the regional level.

In addition to presenting the regional baseline situation, the report highlights critical
elements of monitoring, and it provides to those involved in monitoring a deeper
appreciation of the complexities of the process, as well as practical knowledge and
techniques for the systematic monitoring of the SDGs and UHC. Countries are expected
to use this report as a benchmark not only to support their own monitoring efforts and
activities, but to assist in the formulation of evidence-informed policies, programmes
and practices targeting health system development.
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