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The Mental Health Atlas project has become a valuable resource 

on global information on mental health and an important tool for 

developing and planning mental health services within countries. 

The Mental Health Atlas 2017 is remarkably significant as it is 

providing information and data on the progress towards the 

achievement of objectives and targets of the Comprehensive 

Mental Health Action Plan 2013–2020.
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iv MENTAL HEALTH ATLAS 2017

Mental Health Atlas is a project of the World Health Organization. The overall 
vision and conceptualization of the project is provided by Shekhar Saxena. 
Mental health Atlas 2017 is the latest in a series of publications that first 
appeared in 2001, with subsequent updates published in 2005, 2011 and 
2014. This edition of Mental Health Atlas is supervised and coordinated by 
Tarun Dua and Fahmy Hanna.

In WHO Member States, key project collaborators were the mental health 
focal points in Ministries of Health, who provided information and responses 
to the Atlas survey questionnaire and to follow-up queries for clarification. A 
full list of collaborators is provided as Appendix A of this report. 

Mental Health Atlas team members from WHO Regional Offices, who 
contributed to the planning and collation of data and liaised with focal points 
in Member States, were:  Sebastiana Da Gama Nkomo (WHO Regional Office 
for Africa); Dévora Kestel and Matías Irarrázaval (WHO Regional Office for 
the Americas); Khalid Saeed (WHO Regional Office for the Eastern 
Mediterranean); Dan Chisholm and Elena Shevkun (WHO Regional Office for 
Europe); Nazneen Anwar (WHO Regional Office for South East Asia); Martin 
Vandendyck (WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific).

At WHO Headquarters, a team of staff and consultants comprising  Corrado 
Barbui, Antonio Lora, Tarun Dua, Fahmy Hanna, Grazia Motturi, Dan Chisholm,  
Alexandra Fleishmann and Marieke van Regteren Altena provided the central 
technical and administrative support to the project, including development 
of the questionnaire and an associated completion guide, management of 
the online data collection system, validation of information and responses, 
liaison with Member States and WHO Regional Offices, as well as analysis 
of data and preparation of this report. They received inputs and advice from 
the following colleagues: Mark van Ommeren, Neerja Chowdhary, Chiara 
Servili, Nathalie Drew, Michelle Funk, Katrin Seeher and Meredith Fendt-
Newlin.  This edition of Atlas received valuable input and support from the 
following WHO Interns particularly; Brandon Gray, Joseph Heng, Maike Kristin 
Lieser and Peter Deli.

The development of the Atlas 2014 questionnaire and its update in 2017 was 
overseen and approved by an expert group, consisting of Florence Baingana, 
Harry Minas, Antonio Lora, Crick Lund, Pratap Sharan and Graham Thornicroft.  

The contribution of each of these team members and partners, which has 
been crucial to the success of this project, is very warmly acknowledged. IT 
support and advice for the online data collection platform was provided by 
Marcel Minke. The graphic design of this publication was carried out by  
L’IV Com Sàrl.
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vPREFACE

T he Mental Health Atlas 2017 is remarkably significant as it is providing information and data on the 
progress towards the achievement of objectives and targets of the Comprehensive Mental Health Action 
Plan 2013–2020 to be measured. This Action Plan contains four objectives:

(1) To strengthen effective leadership and governance for mental health;
(2) To provide comprehensive, integrated and responsive mental health and social care services in community-

based settings;
(3) To implement strategies for promotion and prevention in mental health;
(4) To strengthen information systems, evidence and research for mental health.

Global targets were established for each of these objectives to measure the collective action and achievements 
by Member States relating to the overall goal of the Action Plan. Mental Health Atlas is the mechanism 
through which indicators in relation to agreed global targets, as well as a set of other core mental health 
indicators, are being collected. 

This edition of Mental Health Atlas also assumes new importance while WHO is embarking on a major 
transformation to increase its impact at country level and to be fit-for-purpose in the era of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). The inclusion of mental health in the Sustainable Development Agenda, which 
was adopted at the United Nations General Assembly in September 2015, is likely to have a positive impact 
on communities and countries where millions of people will receive much needed help. 

Data included in Mental Health Atlas 2017 demonstrates that progressive development is being made in 
relation to mental health policies, laws, programmes and services across WHO Member States. However 
extensive efforts, commitment and resources at global and country level are needed to meet the global targets. 

Dr Shekhar Saxena
Director
Department of Mental Health and Substance Abuse
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