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Since the launch of the Global framework to eliminate human
rabies transmitted by dogs by 2030 in 2015, WHO has worked 
with the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United 
Nations, the World Organisation for Animal Health, the Global 
Alliance for Rabies Control and other stakeholders and partners 
to prepare a global strategic plan. This includes a country-centric 
approach to support, empower and catalyse national entities to
control and eliminate rabies.
In this context, WHO convened its network of collaborating
centres on rabies, specialized institutions, members of the WHO
Expert Advisory Panel on Rabies, rabies experts and partners 
to review strategic and technical guidance on rabies to support 
implementation of country and regional programmes.
This report provides updated guidance based on evidence
and programmatic experience on the multiple facets of rabies
prevention, control and elimination. Key updates include: (i)
surveillance strategies, including cross-sectoral linking of systems
and suitable diagnostics; (ii) the latest recommendations on
human and animal immunization; (iii) palliative care in low-
resource settings; (iv) risk assessment to guide management of bite
victims; and (v) a proposed process for validation and verification
of countries reaching zero human deaths from rabies.
The meeting supported the recommendations endorsed by the
WHO Strategic Advisory Group of Experts on Immunization
in October 2017 to improve access to affordable rabies 
biologicals, especially for underserved populations, and increase 
programmatic feasibility in line with the objectives of universal 
health coverage.
The collaborative mechanisms required to prevent rabies are a 
model for collaboration on One Health at every level and among 
multiple stakeholders and are a recipe for success.
Rabies is a vaccine-preventable disease. The provision of support 
to countries will end the pain and suffering due to rabies that 
burdens people, especially children. Investing in rabies control 
and elimination strengthens health systems, improves equity and 
access to health care and contributes to sustainable development. 
Investment in rabies elimination is not only for elimination of 
this fatal but preventable disease but also for building capacity 
in the world’s most neglected regions.
This report, requested by countries, provides hands-on guidance 
to drive progress towards rabies elimination.
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The World Health Organization was established in 1948 as a specialized agency of the 
United Nations serving as the directing and coordinating authority for international 
health matters and public health. One of WHO’s constitutional functions is to 
provide objective and reliable information and advice in the field of human health, a 
responsibility that it fulfils in part through its extensive programme of publications.

The Organization seeks through its publications to support national health strategies 
and address the most pressing public health concerns of populations around the 
world. To respond to the needs of Member States at all levels of development, WHO 
publishes practical manuals, handbooks and training material for specific categories 
of health workers; internationally applicable guidelines and standards; reviews and 
analyses of health policies, programmes and research; and state-of-the-art consensus 
reports that offer technical advice and recommendations for decision-makers. 
These books are closely tied to the Organization’s priority activities, encompassing 
disease prevention and control, the development of equitable health systems based 
on primary health care, and health promotion for individuals and communities. 
Progress towards better health for all also demands the global dissemination and 
exchange of information that draws on the knowledge and experience of all WHO’s 
Member countries and the collaboration of world leaders in public health and the 
biomedical sciences.

To ensure the widest possible availability of authoritative information and guidance on 
health matters, WHO secures the broad international distribution of its publications 
and encourages their translation and adaptation. By helping to promote and protect 
health and prevent and control disease throughout the world, WHO’s books 
contribute to achieving the Organization’s principal objective – the attainment by all 
people of the highest possible level of health.

The WHO Technical Report Series makes available the findings of various international 
groups of experts that provide WHO with the latest scientific and technical advice on 
a broad range of medical and public health subjects. Members of such expert groups 
serve without remuneration in their personal capacities rather than as representatives 
of governments or other bodies; their views do not necessarily reflect the decisions or 
the stated policy of WHO. 

For further information, please contact WHO Press, World Health Organization; 
1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland; www.who.int/bookorders; tel.: +41 22 791 3264; 
fax: +41 22 791 4857; e-mail: bookorders@who.int.
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