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Glossary 
 

Asylum seeker:  An asylum seeker is an individual who is seeking international protection. In 

countries with individualized procedures, an asylum seeker is someone whose 

claim has not yet been finally decided on by the country in which he or she 

has submitted it. Not every asylum seeker will ultimately be recognized as a 

refugee, but every refugee is initially an asylum seeker (1). 

Country of origin: The country that is a source of migratory flows (legal or illegal) (2). 

Country of transit:  The country through which migratory flows (legal or illegal) move (2). 

Health:  Health is “a state of complete physical, mental and social well-being and not 

merely the absence of disease or infirmity” (3). 

Irregular migrant:  Someone who, owing to illegal entry or the expiry of his or her visa, lacks 

legal status in a transit or host country. The term applies to migrants who 

infringe a country’s admission rules and any other person not authorized to 

remain in the host country (also called clandestine/ illegal/undocumented 

migrant or migrant in an irregular situation) (2). 

Member State:  A Member State of the United Nations is a State that accepts the obligations 

contained in the United Nations Charter and, in the judgement of the 

Organization, is able to carry out these obligations (4). 

Migrant:  At the international level, no universally accepted definition of migrant exists. 

The term migrant is usually understood to cover all cases where the decision 

to migrate is taken freely by the individual concerned for reasons of “personal 

convenience” and without intervention of an external compelling factor. This 

term therefore applies to persons, and family members, moving to another 

country or region to better their material or social conditions and improve 

the prospect for themselves or their family (2). 

Migrant worker:  A person who is to be engaged, is engaged or has been engaged in a 

remunerated activity in a State of which he or she is not a national (2). 

Migration:  A process of moving, either across an international border, or within a State. 

It is a population movement, encompassing any kind of movement of people, 

whatever its length, composition and causes; it includes migration of refugees, 

displaced persons, uprooted people, and economic migrants (2). 

Refugee:  A person who meets the eligibility criteria under the applicable refugee 

definition, as provided for in international or regional refugee instruments, 

under UNHCR’s mandate, and/or in national legislation (1). 
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