
Through the sheer will of its political leadership DPR 
Korea has maintained high immunization coverage, 

established an effective surveillance system and 
instituted collective responsibility of health workers and 
community. As a result, the country has surged forward 

to be at the forefront of the fight against measles. 
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What made DPR Korea successful 
in combating measles?

 Strong leadership

 Careful planning and implementati on

 Strong health system 

 A passionate workforce that took 
ownership of the programme

 Community parti cipati on

 Quality assurance

 Careful monitoring
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DPR Korea took cognizance of the threat measles 

posed to its citi zens, introducing the measles-

containing vaccine (MCV) into its health system in 

1968. With the launch of the EPI in the early 1980s 

and combined eff orts of all leaders, health workers 

and community members to contain the virus, no 

sporadic incident or outbreak has been reported 

since 2014. Coordinati on with internati onal 

establishments has also helped the country to 

strive towards achieving a high level of populati on 

immunity against the dreaded disease.
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MCV: Measles-containing vaccine
SIA: Supplementary immunizati on acti vity
MR: Measles–rubella
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