
The Tenth Meeting of the World Health Organization's South-East Asia Regional 

Immunization Technical Advisory Group (SEAR-ITAG) was held from 9 to 12 July 2019 in 

New Delhi, India.

SEAR-ITAG is a technical group comprising experts from disciplines such as 

programme management, communicable diseases and vaccine preventable disease 

control, virology, epidemiology and immunization. SEAR- ITAG provides guidance on 

setting of regional priorities for immunization and technical support for strengthening 

routine immunization services to Member States. It meets annually with the participation 

of national Expanded Programme on Immunization (EPI) managers and surveillance focal 

points and partner agencies to review progress on increasing immunization coverage, 

improving surveillance performance, programme issues, and matters related to vaccine 

quality assurance. The SEAR-ITAG provides guidance on ways to improve and sustain 

overall high-quality performance in Member States. 

This publication provides an overview of meeting proceedings, conclusions and 

recommendations from the tenth annual meeting of the SEAR-ITAG in 2019.
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Abbreviations

AEFI	 adverse event following immunization 

AES	 acute encephalitis syndrome

AFP	 acute flaccid paralysis

ASEAN	 Association of South-East Asia Nations

AVSSR	 Association of South-East Asia Nations Vaccine Security and Self-
Reliance

bOPV 	 bivalent oral poliovirus vaccine

CRS	 congenital rubella syndrome

CES	 coverage evaluation survey 

cVDPV 	 circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus

DTP	 diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis vaccine

DTP1	 first dose of diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis vaccine

DTP3	 third dose of diphtheria-tetanus-pertussis vaccine

EAPRO	 East Asia and Pacific Regional Office for UNICEF

EPI 	 Expanded Programme on Immunization

ES	 environmental surveillance

FIC	 fully immunized child

GAPIII	 WHO Global Action Plan to minimize poliovirus facility-associated 
risk after type-specific eradication of wild polioviruses and sequential 
cessation of oral polio vaccine use

Gavi	 Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance

GIS	 geographical information system

GPEI	 Global Polio Eradication Initiative
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HepB	 hepatitis B vaccine

HepB3	 third dose of hepatitis B vaccine

HepB-BD	 hepatitis B vaccine birth dose

HPV	 human papilloma virus

IHR	 International Health Regulations 

IPV	 inactivated poliovirus vaccine 

ITAG	 Immunization Technical Advisory Group

JE 	 Japanese encephalitis

JRF	 joint reporting form

LMICs	 lower-middle-income countries

MCV	 measles-containing vaccine

MCV1	 first dose of measles-containing vaccine 

MCV2	 second dose of measles-containing vaccine

MNTE	 maternal and neonatal tetanus elimination

MoH	 Ministry of Health

MR	 measles-rubella vaccine

NAC	 national authority for containment

NCCPE	 national certification committee for polio eradication

NIP	 national immunization programme

NITAG	 national immunization technical advisory group	

NRA	 national regulatory authority 

NVC	 national verification committee (for the elimination of measles and 
rubella/CRS control)

OPV	 oral poliovirus vaccine

OPV3	 third dose of oral poliovirus vaccine

PCV	 pneumococcal conjugate vaccine 

PEF	 poliovirus essential facility

Penta	 pentavalent vaccine

PIE	 post-introduction evaluation
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