
Food safety is a major public health concern that is closely related to Sustainable 

Development Goals such as good health and well-being, elimination of poverty, gender 

equality, water and sanitation, sustainable production and consumption, and climate 

change. Food safety is a shared responsibility and demands collaboration of all 

stakeholders: governments, food business operators, consumers and academics across 

the food chain. 

This Framework for Action for Food Safety in the WHO South-East Asia Region 

identifies key activities prioritized for delivery in the next six years (2020–2025). It is 

based on a situation analysis of the food control system in Member States of the Region 

and of progress made through implementation of regional and global food safety 

strategies, including the Codex Strategic Plan and recommendations of WHO/FAO/AU 

Global Food Safety Conference. This Framework will provide guidance to authorities 

involved in food safety across the food chain, as well as to those involved in food safety 

emergencies, preparedness and response in Member States.
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Acronyms 

AGISAR Advisory Group on Integrated Surveillance of Antimicrobial Resistance 

AMR Antimicrobial resistance 

CA Competent authority 

CCASIA Codex Committee for Asia 

FAO Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 

FBO Food business operator 

FCSA Food control system assessment 

FSSAI Food Safety and Standards Authority of India 

GFSI Global Food Safety Initiative 

GFSP Global Food Safety Partnership 

GPW General Programme of Work 

IHR International Health Regulations 

INFOSAN International Food Safety Authorities Network 

JEE Joint external evaluation 

MoALD Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development 

MoHP Ministry of Health and Population 

MRL Maximum residue limit 

OIE World Organisation for Animal Health 

SDGs Sustainable Development Goals 

SEA Region South-East Asia Region 

TDS Total diet studies 

WHO World Health Organization 
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