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i Lead has devastating consequences on our health and in particular on the health of our
children, causing lifelong intellectual disabilities. Lead paint represents one of the most
widespread sources of lead exposure to infants and children. Yet lead paint still lurks in
homes, in schools and on toys.

Banning lead paint now can prevent future exposures. More than 70 countries have
put in place legally binding controls on the use of lead in paint, and we congratulate
them, but we need to act urgently to have all countries banning lead in paints. Laws,
regulations or mandatory standards that prohibit the manufacture, import, distribution,
and sale of lead paint should be put in place by governments.

This is a very good investment in your health, and in the health of your children. i

Dr Maria Neira, Director

Department of Public Health, Environmental and Social
Determinants of Health, World Health Organization

Governments have the power to make a change for the better, by adopting lead paint
laws. In doing so, governments can limit the amount of lead in the environment, raise
awareness of its toxic effects, influence change in the paint industry and protect their
citizens’ health.

It's a quick win with a really high impact!

ediler

Jacob Duer, Chief

Chemicals and Health Branch, Economy Division
United Nations Environment Programme



What Is International Lead Poisoning
Prevention Week?

International Lead Poisoning Prevention Week (ILPPW) raises awareness and promotes

actions to address the human health effects of lead exposure, especially for children.

During the week, governments, academia, industry and civil society advance efforts to
prevent childhood lead poisoning, and specifically laws to eliminate lead in paint.

Children living in low- and middle-income countries, where there are few or no
governmental controls on lead, are disproportionately affected.

Last year, over 82 ILPPW events took place in 52 countries. This year the seventh annual
ILPPW will take place during the week of 20-26 October 2019.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Many countries have long-established bans on lead paint, and others are currently taking
action by establishing laws that prevent its manufacture and sale, including for uses in
homes, schools and other buildings.

For a list and interactive map of countries with lead
paint laws, visit who.int/gho/phe/chemical_safety/lead
paint_regulations/en/.

The term law is used as a
general term that means a

Countries with Lead Paint Laws legal mechanism or set of

provisions that establishes
as of June 2019 a binding, enforceable

limit on lead in paint
No with penalties for non-

compliance.
40%

For example, law can
include legislation,
regulations, ordinances
or mandatory standards,
depending on a country’s
legal framework.
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Mobilizing for Change

This year’s ILPPW is engaging individuals, civil society organizations, industry and
governments to work together to ban lead paint. Through the ILPPW, stakeholders can:

LEARN the Risks JOIN the Action ELIMINATE Lead Paint
Find out about the hazards Join the global movement Work with governments
and risks of lead and, in by taking action to and stakeholders to
particular, of lead paint. prevent lead poisoning, establish laws eliminating
particularly in children. lead paint, and ensuring

effective enforcement of
lead paint regulations.

This resource package provides customizable tools and materials
for partnering governments and local groups to share
with diverse audiences.

Materials in this package include:

e Key Messages

e Actions for Governments, Industry and
Civil Society Organizations

e Tools for Effective Laws
» Mobilizing for Change

e Organizing Local Events

e Graphic Materials: Posters, Flyers
and Web Banners

¢ Social Media and Multimedia Outreach

e Examples of Successful Outreach during
ILPPW 2018

* Next Steps
5



Key Messages

Lead exposure affects human health, especially
for children.

® There is no known level of lead exposure without harmful effects. Even low
levels of lead exposure may cause lifelong health problems.

e Lead is toxic to multiple body systems, including the central nervous system and brain,
the reproductive system, the kidneys, the cardiovascular system, the blood and the
immune system.

e Lead is especially dangerous to children’s developing brains, and can cause reduced
intelligence quotient (IQ) and attention span, impaired learning ability, and increased
risk of behavioral problems. These health impacts also have significant economic costs
to countries.

Lead paint is a significant and preventable source of lead
exposure.

* In many countries, it is still not prohibited to manufacture and sell lead paint that can
be used in homes and schools, creating a significant risk of children’s exposure to
lead.

e When used in homes, schools, and playgrounds, lead paint can be a source of lead
exposure to children, who easily ingest dust, soil or paint chips by putting their hands
in their mouths.

e |t is significantly more cost-effective to ban new sources of lead paint and promote
lead-safe alternatives, than to have to remediate contaminated homes,
schools and playgrounds.

e The manufacture of paint without added lead does not involve significant
additional cost, and alternative ingredients are available.



Key Messages (cont.)

Worldwide, countries, businesses and other
stakeholders are taking action to address lead in
paint -- but more needs to be done.

e Laws, regulations or enforceable standards are needed in every country to stop the
manufacture, import and sale of lead-containing paints.

* Many countries are currently working to protect their children by establishing laws
to reduce the level of lead in paint to below 90 ppm. More countries need to join the
action to protect our children fully.

* An increasing number of paint manufacturers have already stopped adding lead to
their paints or have committed to do so.

e Stakeholders, including academia, legal experts, NGOs, and industry, are working
together to identify alternatives and protect our children - and more work is needed
now.

Why 90 parts per million (ppm)?

90 parts per million (ppm) total lead content is the lowest
and most protective regulatory limit that has been set in
countries for lead in paints.

It is technically feasible for manufacturers to achieve by
avoiding the addition of lead compounds and taking into
account residual (unintentional) lead content in certain
paint ingredients.




Actions for Governments, Industry and
Civil Society Organizations

In your ILPPW activities, consider calling for the following types of actions from governments,
industry and civil society.

e Governments without legal limits on lead in paint should establish
and implement limits, building on the Model Law and Guidance for
Regulating Lead Paint, developed by the Global Alliance to Eliminate
Lead Paint.

Governments A'
G
G

e Where lead paint laws exist but are not protective of public health,
governments are encouraged to strengthen regulations.

e Governments with legal limits should take necessary measures to ensure full compliance
and develop relevant supplementary regulations to support implementation of the lead
paint law.

e Governments with legal limits can serve as government “champions” to encourage others
to take action and share their experiences in passing legislation and implementing
programs on lead paint.

Industry

e Voluntarily stop the manufacture, import and sale of lead paint in countries where
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