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Ac k n owl e d ge m e n t s

This report is from an assessment that constitutes part 
of support provided by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) to the Federal Ministry of Health of Nigeria, 
in accordance with the Nigeria country cooperation 
strategy 2018–2022. 

The work is the first national pilot of the draft 
handbook for conducting an adolescent health services 
barriers assessment, developed by WHO in 2018. This 
guidance is in keeping with the emphasis in WHO’s 
Thirteenth General Programme of Work 2019–2023 
on reducing barriers to health services on the path to 
universal health coverage. 

The assessment in the Federal Republic of Nigeria was 
managed by Andrew Lingililani Mbewe and Joy Ufere 
from the Family and Reproductive Health Cluster of 
the WHO Country Office in Nigeria, who worked in 
close coordination with the following representatives 
of the Federal Government of Nigeria for their strategic 
oversight and to ensure alignment with national policy 
and planning processes on adolescent health: 

 � Adebimpe Adebiyi, Director of the Department  
of Family Health, Federal Ministry of Health;

 � Chris Ugoboko, Head of the Gender, Adolescent 
School Health and Elderly Care Division, 
Department of Family Health, Federal Ministry  
of Health;

 � Oluyemisi Ayoola, Deputy-Director of the Adolescent 
Health Unit, Department of Family Health, Federal 
Ministry of Health. 

The assessment was commissioned to Nkemdilim Ene 
(lead consultant), Irene Obi, Ibitola Omotayo and 
Nonso Onwudinjo from Preston Healthcare Consulting, 
Abuja. Across the assessment process, a project team 
composed of representatives of the Federal Government 
of Nigeria and WHO Country Office in Nigeria (see 
above for representatives), WHO Regional Office for 
Africa (Symplice Mbola Mbassi and Taiwo Oyelade), 
and WHO headquarters (Valentina Baltag, Katherine 
Gilchrist, Kid Kohl, Theadora Koller, Mary Plummer 
[consultant] and David Ross) provided regular 
feedback on all assessment plans and outputs. Special 
appreciation goes to Katherine Gilchrist for her role in 
facilitating the working methods of the project team.  
We also thank Onyema Ajuebor, Technical Officer, 
Health Workforce, WHO/HQ, and Fahdi Dhkimi, 
Technical Officer, Health Financing, WHO/HQ, for 
their inputs.

Globally, the work towards the handbook for 
conducting an adolescent health services barriers 
assessment was designed and commissioned through 
a cross-departmental technical collaboration led by 
Theadora Swift Koller (Technical Officer, Equity; 
Family, Women’s and Children’s Health; Gender, Equity 
and Human Rights) and David Ross (Medical Officer, 
Research and Development;Maternal, Newborn, Child 
and Adolescent Health) of WHO headquarters, under 
the general direction of Veronica Magar (Team Leader, 
Family, Women’s and Children’s Health; Gender, Equity 
and Human Rights) and Rajiv Bahl (Coordinator, 
Research and Development;Maternal, Newborn,  
Child and Adolescent Health). The lead author for 
the global handbook is Mary Louisa Plummer, WHO 
Consultant on Adolescent Health and Gender, Equity 
and Human Rights. 
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Special gratitude goes to Wondimagegnehu Alemu 
(WHO Representative for Nigeria), Princess 
Nothemba Simelela (Assistant Director-General, 
WHO headquarters, Family, Women’s and Children’s 
Health), Anshu Banerjee (Director, WHO headquarters, 
Maternal, Newborn, Child and Adolescent Health) 
and Felicitas Zawaira (Director, WHO Regional Office 
for Africa, Family and Reproductive Health) for their 
overarching strategic guidance for this work. 

Further piloting of the handbook for conducting an 
adolescent health services barriers assessment in currently 
underway in several countries, and will strengthen the 
guidance given in the handbook with every use. 

This material has been funded by UK aid from the 
UK government; however, the views expressed do not 
necessarily reflect the UK government’s official policies.

This pilot was based on the handbook to assess health 
service barriers experienced by the most disadvantaged 
adolescents developed by WHO in April 2018. It will 
inform broader assessments of barriers to health 
services and work done on the integration of equity, 
gender and human rights into policies and programming 
in Nigeria and beyond.
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A b b r evi a t i o n s

AA-HA!  Accelerated Action for the Health of Adolescents: a global guidance 
 document to support country adolescent health programming 

DHIS District Health Information System 

IRIS Institutional Repository for Information Sharing

MICS  Multiple Indicator Cluster Survey

NA not applicable

SDG Sustainable Development Goal

UNFPA United Nations Population Fund 

UNICEF United Nations Children’s Fund

USAID United States Agency for International Development

WHO  World Health Organization
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