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NOTE 

 

The views expressed in this report are those of the participants of the Forum on Operational 
Research in the Context of the Last Mile of Malaria Elimination in Greater Mekong Subregion 
Countries and do not necessarily reflect the policies of the conveners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This report has been prepared by the World Health Organization Regional Office for the 
Western Pacific for Member States in the Region and for those who participated in the virtual 
Forum on Operational Research in the Context of the Last Mile of Malaria Elimination in 
Greater Mekong Subregion Countries from 24 to 25 November 2020. 
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SUMMARY 

The World Health Organization Mekong Malaria Elimination (MME) programme hosted the virtual 
Forum on Operational Research in the Context of the Last Mile of Malaria Elimination in Greater 
Mekong Subregion Countries from 24 to 25 November 2020. The Forum brought together participants 
from the six Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) countries ï Cambodia, China (Yunnan Province), Lao 
Peopleôs Democratic Republic, Myanmar, Thailand and Viet Nam ï and the Global Malaria Programme 
(GMP), as well as technical experts, researchers and partners to present and discuss recent findings 
relevant to malaria elimination in the GMS. 

The operational research presented in the Forum focused on improving the uptake and scale-up of 
malaria elimination programming, cost-effectively implementing combinations of interventions, and 
measuring intervention success and impact. The main discussion points included research projects 
related to various programmatic areas including case detection, diagnosis, treatment, prevention, the 
efficacy of antimalarial drugs, vector control, radical cure, testing, surveillance, epidemiology and 
transmission. 
 
 



 

1.  INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

The six countries of the Greater Mekong Subregion (GMS) launched a malaria elimination strategy in 
2015 that aims to eliminate Plasmodium falciparum malaria by 2023 and all forms of malaria by 2030. 
Heads of states at the East Asia Summit made a similar commitment in Myanmar in November 2014 to 
eliminate the disease from the Asia Pacific region by 2030. Furthermore, GMS health ministers signed 
the Ministerial Call for Action to Eliminate Malaria in the Greater Mekong Subregion before 2030 at 
the World Health Assembly in May 2018 in Switzerland. Through this agreement, they committed to 
working together with relevant entities to ensure that all research efforts are nationally coordinated, 
adhere to international standards and to translate operational research findings into policy and action. 

WHO has emphasized the importance of operational research as an integral part of malaria elimination 
programmes. In the past decade, the funding and the development of malaria research in the GMS have 
resulted in impressive improvements in malaria control and has supported efforts to monitor drug 
resistance. To provide timely results to inform policy making and project implementation, the Bill & 
Melinda Gates Foundation provided funding to WHO to host the Forum on Operational Research in the 
Context of the Last Mile of Malaria Elimination in Greater Mekong Subregion Countries. The Forum 
was convened to provide timely results for policy-making and project implementation.  

1.2 Meeting objectives 

The objectives of the meeting were: 

1) to define optimal and sustainable approaches for malaria prevention, diagnosis and treatment 
(such as): 
• radical cure of P. vivax; 
• integrating malaria elimination into health systems; and 
• adapting tools and addressing barriers to prevention, diagnosis and treatment. 

2) to accelerate the transition from malaria control to elimination and beyond by: 
• accelerating malaria elimination; and 
• reaching and sustaining malaria elimination. 

2.  PROCEEDINGS 

2.1 Opening session 

2.1.1 Opening ceremony 

Dr Ailan Li, WHO Representative, Cambodia, delivered the welcome address to the workshop 
participants. In the welcome speech, she emphasized the importance of operational research as an 
integral part of disease control programmes. Following this, Dr Luciano Tuseo, Coordinator of the 
MME programme, provided a briefing of the meeting objectives. This was followed by the nomination 
of Dr Lek Dysoley, Deputy Director of the National Center for Parasitology, Entomology and Malaria 
Control, Cambodia, as the chair of the meeting and Dr Pascal Ringwald, Coordinator from the WHO 
GMP, as the meeting moderator. 

2.1.2 An update on the development of malaria elimination guidelines 

Dr Kimberly Lindblade, Team Leader for the Malaria Elimination Unit within the GMP, provided an 
update on the development of malaria elimination guidelines. WHO developed new guidance for 
malaria elimination in 2017. The Framework for Malaria Elimination encourages all countries to 
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