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Key messages

• Delays in mass drug administration (MDA) and active case-finding activities due to 
COVID-19 will generally lead to a resurgence in neglected tropical diseases (NTDs) for 
which these interventions are an important part of the public health approach. More 
time and greater total numbers of rounds of MDA are likely to be needed to reach 
agreed public health targets for these NTDs. 

• Existing models do not allow estimation of numbers of additional disability-adjusted 
life years lost or other possible negative or positive effects, such as on antimicrobial 
resistance in causative organisms.

• The underlying dynamics of each infection, local transmission parameters, duration of 
delay, history of programme activity, chance and implementation of remedial strategies 
will influence the ultimate impact.

• Populations in which infection transmission is most intense are at greatest risk because 
resurgence will be greatest in these populations.

• Populations served by programmes that are in their early stages will experience a return 
to pre-treatment endemicity levels, whereas those served by more advanced pro-
grammes that have previously managed to reduce or control transmission will observe 
lower levels of resurgence, provided the current transmission rate is not too high. 

• Schistosomiasis, trachoma and visceral leishmaniasis (in high transmission settings 
for each) are the NTDs for which the models suggest that remedial strategies are most 
likely to be needed.

• Once programmes can resume community-based interventions, modelling analyses sug-
gest that proposed remedial strategies may help to get progress towards 2030 targets back 
on track. This will require empirical confirmation in population-based studies. In some 
populations, modelling analyses suggest that remedial strategies might also provide an 
opportunity to accelerate progress; this would also require empirical confirmation.

• A limitation of the available evidence is that remedial strategies have only been mod-
elled in terms of their potential impact on transmission. No analysis of cost, cost- 
effectiveness or cost-benefit was conducted, nor was the availability of the additional 
medicines and diagnostics that might be needed to implement them explored. It is 
therefore possible that some remedial strategies modelled here might not be widely 
implementable.
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