TECHNICAL MEETING REPORT

5/ FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

v@" World Health
Wy /)Y Organization






TECHNICAL MEETING REPORT

@v World Health
&Y Organization

Fostering
Resilience through
Integrated

Health Systems
Strengthening




Fostering resilience through integrated health system strengthening: technical meeting report
(Fostering resilience through integrated health system strengthening series)

ISBN 978-92-4-003331-3 (electronic version)

ISBN 978-92-4-003332-0 (print version)

© World Health Organization 2021

Some rights reserved. This work is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-
ShareAlike 3.0 IGO licence (CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 IGO; https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo).

Under the terms of this licence, you may copy, redistribute and adapt the work for non-commercial purposes,
provided the work is appropriately cited, as indicated below. In any use of this work, there should be no
suggestion that WHO endorses any specific organization, products or services. The use of the WHO logo is
not permitted. If you adapt the work, then you must license your work under the same or equivalent Creative
Commons licence. If you create a translation of this work, you should add the following disclaimer along with
the suggested citation: “This translation was not created by the World Health Organization (WHO). WHO is not
responsible for the content or accuracy of this translation. The original English edition shall be the binding and
authentic edition”.

Any mediation relating to disputes arising under the licence shall be conducted in accordance with the mediation
rules of the World Intellectual Property Organization (http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/mediation/rules/).

Suggested citation. Fostering resilience through integrated health system strengthening: technical meeting
report. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2021 (Fostering resilience through integrated health system
strengthening series). Licence: CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 I1GO.

Cataloguing-in-Publication (CIP) data. CIP data are available at http://apps.who.int/iris.

Sales, rights and licensing. To purchase WHO publications, see http://apps.who.int/bookorders. To submit
requests for commercial use and queries on rights and licensing, see http://www.who.int/about/licensing.

Third-party materials. If you wish to reuse material from this work that is attributed to a third party, such as
tables, figures or images, it is your responsibility to determine whether permission is needed for that reuse and
to obtain permission from the copyright holder. The risk of claims resulting from infringement of any third-party-
owned component in the work rests solely with the user.

General disclaimers. The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not
imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of WHO concerning the legal status of any country,
territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries. Dotted and
dashed lines on maps represent approximate border lines for which there may not yet be full agreement.

The mention of specific companies or of certain manufacturers’ products does not imply that they are endorsed
or recommended by WHO in preference to others of a similar nature that are not mentioned. Errors and
omissions excepted, the names of proprietary products are distinguished by initial capital letters.

All reasonable precautions have been taken by WHO to verify the information contained in this publication.
However, the published material is being distributed without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied.
The responsibility for the interpretation and use of the material lies with the reader. In no event shall WHO be
liable for damages arising from its use.


https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/mediation/rules/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/igo/
http://apps.who.int/iris
http://apps.who.int/bookorders
http://www.who.int/about/licensing

Contents

Vii

viii

N

O O O »

12

14

Foreword
Acknowledgements
Abbreviations
Executive summary

Background

Objectives of the meeting

Summary of proceedings
Meeting moderation
Welcome and opening remarks
Background and objectives

Current and pre-pandemic approaches to
assessment and planning for health security
and health systems

Strengthening national health systems in
harnessing current pandemic experiences
— the role of a public health approach and
essential public health functions

Lightning panel discussion: what do we need
to do differently for an integrated approach to
health systems strengthening for resilience?




21 Question and answer session

22 Key perspectives on an integrated approach
24 Actionable next steps

26 Closing remarks

27 References

29 Annexes

30 Annex 1. Concept note and agenda

34 Annex 2. List of participants

Annex 3. Technical brief to inform policy:
37 Fostering resilience through integrated health
system strengthening

Annex 4. Fostering resilience through
42 integrated health system strengthening:
evidence synthesis — a working paper

Appendix 1. Areas of commonality across
52 health system, essential public health
functions and health security capacities

53 Appendix 2. Domains and indicators

Appendix 3. Snapshot of technical

54
“actionable next steps” identified



Foreword

The health and economic effects of

the pandemic of coronavirus disease
(COVID-19) are being felt globally and
demonstrate that, while some countries
are facing more devastating effects than
others, no single health system was fully
prepared to meet this challenge. Many
countries are enduring simultaneous
shocks and stressors to their health
systems, such as climate events, conflicts
and other infectious disease outbreaks.
The short and long-term consequences
of these shocks and stressors underscore
the need for building health systems
resilience with strong public health
foundations to ensure and maintain

the delivery of high-quality essential
health services. The global community
will need to build on this foundation

of public health functions, while also
drawing on resources from other sectors,
to achieve universal health coverage

and protect Global Health Security. We
cannot choose one without the other.
With a significant proportion of the world
caught up in difficult situations, including
protracted conflict, displacement, poverty
and compromised human rights, the
pandemic has also reconfirmed the truth
that, in our interconnected world, no one
is safe until we are all safe; reminding us
that “there is no wealth without health”.
An integrated approach to health systems
strengthening is imperative to safeguard
the economy, shared prosperity and well-
being.

Moving forward, the global community
needs to take concerted collaborative
action at global, regional and national
levels. This should begin with and be
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centred around building resilient health
systems based on Primary Health Care
that prioritize Essential Public Health
Functions. We need to capitalize on the
current widespread political impetus and
align “building back better” with a focus
on establishing equitable and high-quality
health systems as central to economic
recovery and development at all levels.

The World Health Organization (WHO)
and the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID) co-
hosted a strategic meeting on 14 April
2021 to examine this topic together and
identify specific actionable steps to build
an integrated approach to health system
strengthening that brings together health
security, humanitarian, disease-specific
and life-course-specific objectives. This
integrated approach should include
translating lessons learned from public
health emergencies into concrete

action for health systems recovery and
the reduction of siloed investments

and programmes. This will create the
sustainable impacts and efficient delivery
that are the products of resilient health
systems capable of withstanding 21st-
century public health challenges.

WHO and USAID look forward to
collaborating, with other partners, on
the shared objectives agreed during
this meeting. Our partnership will set
an example of a unified and coherent
approach to strengthening countries’
health systems. Collaboration and
engagement with partners, including
the International Association of National
Public Health Institutes (IANPHI) and
the World Federation of Public Health
Associations (WFPHA) enables us to
share our experiences and set the
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direction for transformative joint work at
country level, building on local institutions,
capacities and health stewardships
including development, humanitarian and
disaster risk management institutions and
coordination platforms.

We acknowledge and reaffirm the vital
importance of the ongoing work between
our organizations on health systems
resilience and look forward to our
integrated planning and country support.
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