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Why focus on violence against women?

Nearly one in three women 15 years and older (30%) have experienced physical or sexual violence by an intimate partner
or sexual violence by any perpetrator.® Violence against women is a public health problem. The issue is rooted in gender
inequality and is a violation of women’s human rights. Such violence negatively affects women’s mental and physical
health, including sexual and reproductive health, and well-being.

What is the role of health systems and sectors?

Within a multisectoral response, the health system is an important entry point to identify and support women experiencing
violence, even though most women who experience violence do not explicitly disclose this. Women who are abused are
more likely to seek health services compared with those who are not abused.?

Since most women seek health-care services at some point in their lives, particularly in relation to sexual and reproductive
health, the health system provides an important opportunity to identify women being subjected to violence, provide first-
line support (psychological first-aid), treat-injuries and other presenting health conditions, mitigate health consequences,
and refer to other support services, including psychological support, shelters and legal aid.

The health system also provides an opportunity to promote prevention through messages to communities about the non-
acceptability of violence, its harmful health consequences, the importance of mutually respectful and equal relationships,
and services to address risk factors such as alcohol and substance use.

What are the political mandates and commitments made by Member States?

Eliminating all forms of violence against women and girls in public and private spheres is a target (5.2) of Sustainable
Development Goal 5 on gender equality and women’s empowerment. The health system response to violence against
women and girls has been prioritized by WHO Member States through the World Health Assembly (WHA Resolution 67.15)
and the Global Plan of Action to Strengthen the Role of the Health System within a National Multisectoral Response to
Address Interpersonal Violence, in Particular against Women and Girls, and against Children (WHA Resolution 69.5). It has
also been prioritized in the WHO General Programme of Work 13 (2019-2023) and is a core area of focus for WHO’s work
on sexual and reproductive health and rights.

What is in this resource package?

To support and guide countries and partners to strengthen a health systems response to address violence against women,
WHO has produced several tools, including:

e clinical and policy guidelines;

¢ implementation handbooks and manuals;

e training curriculum;

e evidence-based policy, prevention and intervention strategy packages.

The resource package consolidates these documents to support countries to develop or update their national or

subnational guidelines, protocols, standard operating procedures, health provider training materials, and multisectoral
action plans to prevent and respond to violence against women.

The resource package is also intended to be used for training and sensitization of policy-makers, advocates, health care
providers and managers of services and programmes to address violence against women.

Figure 1 shows the different documents with weblinks, and their intended audiences and uses.

Partnerships in implementing the toolkit

Implementation of the tools in this resource package in countries has been achieved through a wide range of partnerships
and collaborations. The primary partnership has been with Ministries of Health (MoH) and United Nations partners,
including through the Joint United Nations initiative on the Essential Services Package for Women and Girls Subjected
to Violence, which involves UN Women, UNFPA, UNDP, UNODC, and WHO. International (e.g. International Planned
Parenthood Federation, Care, JHPIEGO) and national nongovernmental organizations have also been key partners
and collaborators.

! Violence against women prevalence estimates, 2018. Global, regional and national prevalence estimates for intimate partner violence against women and
global and regional prevalence estimates for non-partner sexual violence against women. Geneva: World Health Organization, on behalf of the United
Nations Inter-Agency Working Group on Violence Against Women Estimation and Data (UNICEF, UNFPA, UNODC, UNSD, UNWomen); 2021.

2 Garcia-Moreno C, et al. The health-systems response to violence against women. Lancet. 2015;385(9977):1567—79.



Figure 1. Overview of resource package
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Violence against women remains a major threat to global public health and women’s

health during emergencies

« Violence against women s highly prevalent. Intimate partner violence is the most common form of violen

o Globally, 1in 3 womer have experienced physical and/or sexual violence by an intimate.
partner or sexual v petrator in their lfetime. Most o ths is intimate partn

Violence against v toincrease during every type of emergency, including epidemics. Older

women and women with disabilities are likely to have additional isks and needs. Women who are displaced,

refugees, and living in conflict-affected areas are particularly vulnerable.

Although data are scarce, reports from C! ngdom, the United States, and other countries
VID-19 outbreak began.

eported to a police station in Jingzhou, a cityin Hubei Province,

tipledin February 20 the same period the previous year.

The health impacts of violence

are signifcant. Violence against

reproductive health probler

A resultin injuries and serious physical, men
including sexuall transmitted infections, HIV, and unplanned

How COVID-19 can exacerbate risks of violence for women
lecreased access to services can all exacerbate.
the risk o violence for women.
As distancing measures are put in place and people are encouraged to stay at home, the risk of ntimate
partner violence is ikely to ncrease. For example:
The likeihood that women in an abusive relationship and their children will be exposed to violence is
dramatically increased, as family members spend more time in close contact and families cope with L
additional stress and potential economic orjob lo i
Women may have less contact with family and friends who may provide support and protection from \* "
violence. (A
Women bear the brunt of increased care work during this pandemic. School closures further exacerbate
this burden and place more stress on them,
The disruption of ivelihoods and abilty to earn a living, including for women (many of whom are
informal wage workers), will
h the potential to exacerbate conficts and violence. As resources becom
greater risk for experiencing econor .

Violence Against Women and Girls
Data Collection during COVID-19

. INTRODUCTION

= Access tovitalsexual and reproductive health services,including for women subjected to violence, willikely Thisis a living document that summarizes principles and
b ed recommendations to those planning to embark on dat

decrease access to basic needs and services, increasing stress on families,

carcer, women may be at

Perpetrators of abuse may use restrictions due to COVID-19 to exercise power and control over their
partners to further reduce access to services, help, and psychosocial support from both formal and
informal networks.

Perpetrators may also restrict access to necessary items such as soap and hand sanitizer*
Perpetrators may exert control by spreading misinformation about the disease and stigmatize partners,

uch as hotlines, criss centers, shelters, legal id, and protection services may also be scaled collection on the impact of COVID-19 on violence grantor i workers in
rther reducing . of help that women in abusive relationships might have: women and girls (VAWG). It was informed by the needs ~ violence, harassment and other forms of violence i pub-
and challenges identified by colleagues in regional and lic spaces and online is more prevalent and the risk
country offices and has benefited from thelr input. It re-  sexual for health care
nds to the difficulties of adhering to methodologica,  servi
ethical and safety principles n the context of the physi-
ures imposed in
more vulnerable to violence. Access by women survivors
of violence to informal support networks (friends and
family), as wellas to quality essential services, ncluding
psychosocial support, may be limited or need to be d
fivered differently as a result of physica distancing regu:

of

cal distancing and staying at home me
mony countries

This note complements U
paper on COVID-19 and violence.

Tations.

VAWG remains a serious human rights violation and an
important health concern during this pandernic. Address-
e ontexts. ing it must bea priority.

hat tisincreasing during the COVID-

e
d,

=+
=

Against Women
Data Collection

I

* The measures put in place to address the

pandemic such as confinement and physical distar
that affect Ivelihoods and acces to servicesare ikl to

Examples include health and financial stresses i
the home, including a woman's loss of livelihood or earn

tricted d ability to
‘women within

power and conty

tic violence helplines, police and shelters are increas
during the COVID-19 outbreak.

viatelephone.®

1

Sore R e e RA

se the risks of women and girls experiencing
i sto
an abusive situation; stress related to socialsolation and/

indicate that call to dome:

HY DATA COLLECTION

gl G COVID-19 IS IMPORTANT

Kl === 5 cruciT tooT Tor UndersTanding how and Wy

[pandemics such as COVID-19 may result in an increase.

U -sceking from formal

PYRPIRTIG SSTRER-ctco; what new short and medium-term needs arise.

ese data are critical to designing evidence-based
y and programmes that respond to women's needs, re-
ice risks, and mitigate adverse effects during and after
the pandemic. These data can also provide important
rsghts nto and inform the dovelopment of allored
rategies and Interventions that may be particuiarly’

frective in preventing VAWG during emergencies and
publichealth crses i the future.

—HERDUNR

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 23581



https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/violence/joint-programme-on-vaw-data/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/
https://www.who.int/reproductivehealth/publications/vaw-covid-19/en/

