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BACKGROUND

The WHO HIV drug resistance network (HIVResNet) is a group composed of international experts, researchers, 
laboratorians, organizations, partners, stakeholders, and civil society members. HIVResNet has an important advisory 
role and implementation function in global efforts to prevent, monitor and respond to HIV drug resistance. Established 
in 2004 by a partnership between WHO and the International AIDS Society, WHO HIVResNet supports the monitoring 
and prevention of HIV drug resistance, the optimization of HIV drug resistance testing, the monitoring of the quality of 
antiretroviral therapy (ART) delivery for preventing HIV drug resistance and the development of policies related to optimal 
first- and second-line ART.

Governance of WHO HIVResNet is provided by its Steering Group, which also serves as the main advisory body to WHO on 
HIV drug resistance. The Steering Group advises WHO on strategies to tackle HIV drug resistance that are consistent with 
WHO’s mandate; in addition, Steering Group members chair thematic working groups of the Global Action Plan on HIV drug 
resistance and support WHO in implementing and reporting on elements of the Global Action Plan. In addition, Steering 
Group members support WHO in setting the agenda and content development of the annual WHO HIVResNet meeting.

The Steering Group met virtually on 9 June 2021. Annex 1 provides the meeting agenda and Annex 2 the list of participants. 
Steering Group members reviewed the activities conducted by the Secretariat in 2020 and provided guidance and direction 
on activities planned for 2021. Specifically, the Steering Group reviewed and provided technical considerations to the planned 
content of WHO’s 2021 HIV drug resistance report, a proposal to develop a target product profile for HIV drug resistance 
testing to support individual patient management in low- and middle-income countries, a proposed joint WHO HIVResNet, 
Clinical Adult working group for Drug Optimization (CADO), and Paediatric working group on Drug Optimization (PADO) 
meeting and strategic direction on updating the 2017–2021 five-year Global Action Plan on HIV drug resistance.
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