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Status 
2021

Comparative progress under PDS  
reforms during 2014 – 2021
Although, the Administrative Approval for the implementation of a plan scheme on End to End  
Computerization of TPDS Operations was conveyed to all States/UTs in December 2012, most of the 
actual progress under the intervention was seen during the last 4-5 years. A comparative snapshot of 
the actual progress made between 2014 and 2021 is shown below:

Activity

Digitisation of 
ration cards/  
beneficiaries’ data

(100% completed 
by 13 States/UTs)

75%

(Completed in all 
States/UTs in 2016)

100%

Biometrically 
authenticated 
transactions  
at FPSs

Not implemented 
in any State/UT

monthly  
biometrically/ 
Aadhaar 
authenticated  
transactions in 
States/UTs

>70% 

Installation of ePoS  
devices at FPSs 

FPSs, spread  
partially across 
4-5 States/UTs 

4,350

4.9 of total 5.4 lakh 
FPSs across 31 
States/UTs

in 28 States/UTs
(near completion)               

92%

100%

Aadhaar 
seeding 

Ration Cards

Beneficiaries

6%

3%

Ration Cards

Beneficiaries

92%

89%

Status 
2014
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New Scheme New Scheme Did Not Exist About Implemented in

About

(up to 2020)covering about  
69 Cr. beneficiaries 
(~86% of NFSA 
population) as on 
December 2020. 

(N.A. in  
Chandigarh, 
Puducherry and 
Lakshadweep)

Data of >90% 
NFSA ration 
cards/ 
beneficiaries in 
the country is 
available.

3 portals established  

•	 National Food 
Security Portal 
(nfsa.gov.in) 

•	 Annavitran  
(annavitran.nic.in) 

•	 IMPDS 
(impds.nic.in)

Central Repository 
of all NFSA ration 
cards data

Supply Chain 
Management of 
food grains

Central  
Dashboards

One Nation One 
Ration Card –  
National Portability

Deletion of  
ineligible / bogus 
ration cards 
(w.e.f. 2013)

68 
Lakh

3 States/
UTs

4.39 Cr.
32 States/
UTs 

31 
States/ 
UTs 

Established
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As the COVID-19 outbreak started evolving into a global pandemic, it became 
apparent that its impact was going to be much greater than just a health 
crisis. The Government of India took decisive containment measures, such 
as limiting person-to-person contact. Though lifesaving, these inevitably 
disrupted livelihoods and food supply chains, putting production as well as 
distribution at risk, making the markets dysfunctional.
As the impact of the epidemic continued to unfold, possibilities of scarcity 
of staple food and price rise due to reduction in cultivation or production, 
disruption in supply chains, shortage of labour, loss of employment, etc. 
could threaten the food and nutrition security of the most vulnerable 
sections in India.
The Government of India provides food security through one of the world’s 
largest food-based safety nets, with nearly 67 percent of its population 
relying on the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS) for availing their 
monthly entitlement of food grains at highly subsidized prices. Under the 
ambit of the National Food Security Act 2013 (NFSA), the TPDS provides 
subsidized rice and wheat to nearly 80 crore beneficiaries each month. 
This gave India a massive advantage in its fight against hunger and food 
insecurity, especially in the wake of the Coronavirus pandemic.

At the very onset, the Government of India took proactive action to prevent 
new infections, provide treatment, economic relief, and delivery of basic 
services and essential commodities. Eleven inter-ministerial Empowered 
Groups were formed by the Hon’ble Prime Minister to oversee the response. 
A 22.5 billion INR relief package was announced, including insurance for the 
frontline health workers, increase in coverage and entitlement of subsidized 
food grains, and cash transfers for the poor, vulnerable women, and daily 
wage earners.
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