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Foreword

Around the world, school meals are a proven safety net for communities, helping to improve children’s
nutrition, their health, and their access to education. A daily school meal is a strong incentive for vulnerable
families to regularly send their children to school as they provide appreciated financial contribution to
households, especially like now during the COVID-19 pandemic when families face heightened economic
stress.

When nutritious, locally-produced foods are used as part of the school meal, they boost farming community
economies. They create demand for more diverse, nutritious food while helping to stabilize markets and
support the growth of local agriculture. Overall, they play an important part of the local food system, also
cultivating trust and stimulating sustainability in national education system programmes and government
partnerships.

With this in mind, in 2018, WFP piloted the Homegrown School Feeding Programme (HGSF) in Maguindanao
with the aim to link local agricultural production to school feeding through the purchase of locally produced
school meals, ensuring that children can be provided with fresh, diverse, and affordable foods.

In 2019, WFP and the Ministry of Basic, Higher, and Technical Education (MBHTE) piloted the implementation
of Iron Fortified Rice (IFR) through School Feeding in Maguindanao, BARMM. This is pursuant to Republic Act
8976 (Food Fortification Law) and Republic Act 11037 (National Feeding Law). This project aimed at
demonstrating the feasibility, scalability, and sustainability of local iron fortification of rice, paving the way for
the institutionalization of MBHTE's School Based Feeding Programme in BARMM.

The pilot test effectively demonstrated that iron fortified rice can be sourced and produced locally. With the
strong collaboration among government partner agencies at national and local levels, and WFP, the potential
of Homegrown School Feeding becoming a feasible model for scaled-up food fortification in BARMM, and
eventually in the whole country, was demonstrated.

The IFR Pilot implementation was conducted in partnership with the National Food Authority-Food
Development Center (NFA-FDC), Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Agrarian Reform (MAFAR) and the Food
and Nutrition Research Institute (FNRI) to whom WFP extends gratitude for their assistance, alongside the
Provincial Government of Maguindanao and the Municipal Local Government of Datu Abdullah Sangki.

In a post-COVID-19 world, school feeding programmes are proving more of a priority investment than ever
before. WFP's support does not and will not end here. We will further our commitment to support BARMM in
addressing its food security and nutrition needs to achieve its vision of a self-reliant, food secure, and
resilient Bangsamoro.
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