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Preface

The State of Food Security in Sierra Leone 2020 showcases findings from the
Comprehensive Food Security and Vulnerability Analysis (CFSVA). The CFSVA
provides a trend analysis on food insecurity and is conducted every five years.
This is the third CFSVA conducted in Sierra Leone. Despite the ongoing global
COVID-19 pandemic, the CFSVA was undertaken as planned in November and
December 2020, underscoring the commitment of food security partners.

The State of Food Security in Sierra Leone 2020 is a culmination of the
collaborative efforts of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Statistics
Sierra Leone and the World Food Programme. The analysis contributes to

the Government and development partners’ understanding of the food and
nutrition security situation of the population at the district and chiefdom level.
It provides insight based on more than 34,000 household surveys and 17,046
mid upper arm circumference measurements of children under the age of five
years. The analysis considers multisectoral data and indicators contributing to
the food and nutrition security status of households across Sierra Leone.

The economic impacts of COVID-19 compounded an already stagnant economic
situation, representing the latest in a series of shocks that has compromised
the resilience of already vulnerable households. With some 77 percent of the
rural population relying on farming as their primary livelihood, low production
rates seriously exacerbated food insecurity and wellbeing.

The restrictions on movement and trade coincided with the annual planting
season, lowering food production and thus increasing imports of food
commodities. Lack of access to food led farming households to frequently eat
the seeds that were intended for the planting season, thus further impacting
farming activities in the mid-term.

The 2020 CFSVA was possible through the cooperation and technical inputs of
multiple partners and organizations in Sierra Leone. Generous support from
Irish Aid, Food and Agriculture Organization, World Bank, International Fund for
Agricultural Development, Japan International Cooperation Agency and UNICEF
made it possible to deliver this important assessment on the state of food
security in Sierra Leone.

We are grateful to all of the enumerators, supervisors and district and regional
coordinators for their hard work and commitment to making this assessment
a success. Special thanks is also extended to the 34,000 households who
participated in the CFSVA for giving their time and information.

Mr. Abu Karim =~ Mr. Stevé Nsubuga

Minister of Agriculture and Forestry World Food Programme Representative
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