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FOREWORD 

Women may make up half the world’s population, but they do not share it equally. This 
is especially evident when it comes to HIV. Half of all people living with HIV are women, 
yet many are underserved or do not know their status. Despite the many successes we 
have seen, women still face inequalities that will keep the AIDS response from reaching 
its full potential. 

Women out loud amplifies the voices of women living with HIV so that their knowledge 
is shared and acted upon. This is essential to achieve the 10 targets of the 2011 United 
Nations Political Declaration on HIV and AIDS.

Those who collaborated on this report present a snapshot of the diversity of women 
living with HIV. They are grandmothers, wives, mothers, transgender women, migrants 
and students. They include women who use drugs, women who have engaged in sex 
work, women who have been in prison and young women born with HIV. They are 
women working in grass-roots networks, international nongovernmental organizations, 
academia and the United Nations. They are leaders in their own right and living proof 
that women living with HIV can build better futures for themselves, their loved ones and 
their communities.  

This report reinforces UNAIDS’ efforts to strengthen the AIDS response’s focus 
on women. We celebrate the fact that UN Women has joined UNAIDS as its 11th 
Cosponsor and hope that the newly created UNAIDS Women Living with HIV Dialogue 
Platform will bring the voices and influence of women living with HIV closer to the UN’s 
day-to-day work.  

It is our collective responsibility to push for the needed changes in laws, policies, 
programmes and practices and to end continuing human-rights violations and gender 
inequalities that enable HIV to spread. The full involvement of men, and securing their 
commitment to change, must be central to these efforts.

As this report testifies, women’s leadership, resilience and good practices to transform 
societies are widespread. What is needed now is stronger support for women’s full 
participation in the response to HIV, and better data to track progress as it relates to 
women. This requires a concerted effort to promote and protect the rights of women 
and of all people living with HIV. When women speak out, we must listen carefully, and 
act with solidarity and commitment to transform words into action.

Michelle Bachelet, Executive Director, UN Women 

Jennifer Gatsi-Mallet, Executive Director, Namibian Women’s Health Network

Michel Sidibé, Executive Director, UNAIDS 
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