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FOREWORD  

ourselves,  how  did  we  get  here?    

by  millions  of  people  across  the  country.  The  tragedy  made  international  headlines  and  pried  open  a  
much-needed  debate  on  women’s  safety  and  the  unacceptably  high  levels  of  violence  against  women  

public  policy.     Thousands  of  young  women  and  men  mobilised  for  collective  action  to  make  their  

The  Millennium  Development  Goals  (MDGs)  were  arguably  an  ambitious  and  unprecedented  attempt  

increasingly   threatened  planet   suffering   from  uncomfortably  high   levels  of  human   indignity   and  

Against  this  backdrop,  the  MDG  framework  did  try  to  address  what  it  considered  at  the  time  as  the  
most  pressing  challenges   facing  women  and  girls  such  as   increasing  access   to  education   for  girls  

women  on  a  daily  basis,  particularly  the  most  marginalised  women  who  have  the   least  voice  and  
agency.  The  feedback  from  women  in  this  report  reveals  that  there  are,  in  fact,  disturbing  trends  of  
either  stagnation,  slow  progress  or  even  reversal  in  many  areas  determining  women’s  basic  needs  

  

protect  women  and  girls.    

Despite  the  shortcomings  of  the  MDG  framework,  as  it  turned  out,  a  development  took  place  over  

member   countries   that   had   adopted   the   framework,   began   aligning   their   national   development  
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a   complete   buy-in   of   the  MDGs   within   countries   or   not,   eventually,   substantial   resources   were  
mobilised  to  try  and  achieve  them.  Furthermore,  there  has  even  been  noteworthy  progress  on  some  

and  their  potential  impact  on  millions  of  the  most  vulnerable  people  of  the  world,  this  report  is  an  

at  the  grassroots.  Their  stories  are  representative  of  millions  of  others  whose  extraordinary  daily  
courage  and  human  resilience  hold  the  tapestry  of  families,  communities,  countries  and  humanity  

and  have  increasingly  become  its  silent  and  unsung  peacemakers  and  peacekeepers.  

For  too  long,  development  agendas  and  frameworks  have  been  prepared  without  truly  consulting  
or   giving   voice   to   those  whose   lives   they   aim   to   improve   the  most.   This   report   is   a   humble   but  
conscious  attempt   to  address   that  gap.  The  challenges  highlighted  and  analysed  here   in  all   their  
complexity,  multi-dimensionality  and  inter-relatedness  will  hopefully  resonate  among  women  in  all  

the  pangs  of  hunger  and  worse  still,  the  pain  and  helplessness  of  seeing  their  children  go  hungry,  
the  physical  weakness  from  toiling  away  in  their  households  and  farmlands  all  day  to  take  care  of  

esteem  and  struggle  to  maintain  self-respect  and  protect  their  very  lives  in  the  face  of  daily  mental,  
emotional  and  physical  violence.  

have  the  potential  to  bring  about  lasting  positive  transformation  in  women’s  lives.

global  order,  thus  providing  the  pragmatic  imperative  for  why  we  should  hear  and  understand  what  

change  to  take  place.  

Anne  F.  Stenhammer
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