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“Human beings are like parts of a body,

created from the same essence.

when one part is hurt and in pain,

The others cannot remain in peace and be quiet.

If the misery of others leaves you indifferent 

and with no feelings of sorrow,

you cannot be called a human being.”

—Saadi (C13th Persian poet)
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Lys i s tra t a: In the last war we were too modest to obje ct …

Ma gi s tra te :: Quite ri ght too, by Zeu s .

Lys i s tra t a: Ri ght? That we should not be all owed to make the least
su gge s tion to you , no matter how mu ch you mismanage the Ci ty ’s
a f f a i rs? …That’s why we wo m en got to get h er and deci d ed we were
going to save Gre e ce …

Ma gi s tra te : But the intern a tional situ a tion at pre sent is in a 
h opeless mu d dl e . How do you propo se to unravel it?

Lys i s tra t a: Well , t a ke a tangl ed skein of wool for exa m pl e . We take
it so, put it to the spindl e ,u nwind it this way, n ow that way. T h a t’s
h ow we’ ll unravel this wa r, i f you let us…

Ma gi s tra te : Are you su ch idiots as to think that you can solve 
seri ous probl ems with spindles and bits of wool ?

Lys i s tra t a: As a matter of f a ct , it might not be so idiotic as you
think to run the wh ole ci ty en ti rely on the mod el of the way we
deal with wool…The first thing you do with wool is wash the
gre a se out of it; you can do the same with the Ci ty. T h en you
s tretch out the ci ti zen body on a ben ch and pick out the bu rrs –
that is, the pa ra s i te s . Af ter that you pri se apa rt the cl u b - m em bers
who fo rm them selves into knots and cl ots to get into power, a n d
wh en you’ve sepa ra ted them , p i ck them out one by one. T h en
you’re re a dy for the carding: they can all go into the ba s ket of
civic goodwi ll… Not only that, At h ens has many col o n i e s .
At the moment these are lying around all over the pl a ce , l i ke 
s tray bits and pieces of f l e e ce . You should pick them up and bri n g
t h em here , put them all to get h er, and then out of a ll this make 
an en o rm ous great ba ll of wool – and from that you can make 
the Pe ople a coa t .

—From ‘ Lys i s tra t a’ by Ari s top h enes (c.447 B.C.- c. 385 B.C.)



Women Making Peace

The end of the Cold War sparked hopes of n ew po s s i bi l i ties for
h i gh er levels of coopera ti on among co u n tri e s . In s te ad , t h e
nu m ber of n a ti on - s t a tes has incre a s ed , breaking along the fault
lines of et h n i c i ty, l a n g u a ge and rel i gi on , and fueling more
i n tra - s t a te con f l i cts than at any time in human history. Th e
b a t t l ef i eld has moved to the vi ll a ge , the street and the hom e .
Civilians repre s ent the overwh elming majori ty of the vi cti m s
of w a r, with wom en and gi rls targeted for special forms of
a t t ack . Th ey are ra ped , forced into marri a ge s , a b du cted by 
w a rring groups and ex po s ed to the sco u r ge of H I V / A I D S .

Even as wom en around the world are finding many new
p l a tforms to ex press their ideas and con cern s , wom en's 
pri ori ties in co u n tries su f fering arm ed vi o l en ce con ti nue to be 
l a r gely margi n a l i zed . This occ u rs in large part because wom en ' s
voi ces are ra rely heard at the pe ace tabl e . To ch a n ge this situ a-
ti on and to curtail the cycle of poverty and vi o l en ce that re su l t s ,
we must con ti nue to su pport wom en’s leadership in times of
pe ace , but we must also make gre a ter ef forts to assist thei r
a t tem pts to parti c i p a te as dec i s i on - m a kers in times of w a r.

An important first step is to recogn i ze that de s p i te the many
ch a ll en ges they face , wom en ac ross As i a , Af ri c a , Eu rope , a n d
North and So uth Am erica are alre ady at the foref ront of m a ny
pe ace ef fort s . At the gra s s roots and com mu n i ty level s , wom en
h ave or ga n i zed to resist militari s a ti on , to cre a te space for dia-
l ogue and modera ti on , and to we ave toget h er the ri pped fabri c
of s oc i ety. Th ey have spo ken against the use of vi o l en ce as a
s tra tegy for pers onal or com munal ga i n , and they have fo u gh t
for recogn i ti on of the fact that vi o l en ce can never be com p a ti-
ble with human devel opm en t . Wom en’s com m i tm ent to pe ace
also remains cri tical to en su ring the su s t a i n a bi l i ty of pe ace
a greem ents sign ed by po l i tical and military facti on s .

Within the UN sys tem , UNIFEM is playing a lead role 
in high l i gh ting the different ways in wh i ch wom en can be
em powered to become leaders at all levels of pe ace - bu i l d i n g.
Si n ce 1993, the fund has su pported a com preh en s ive progra m m e

“We need to build

bridges and strengthen

partnerships between

the United Nations,

governments and civil

society organisations in

our collective effort to

build sustainable peace

and human security

throughout the world.”

—Noeleen Heyzer

Executive Director, UNIFEM 
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