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FOREWORD

Violence against Women and Girls (VAWG) is
one of the most systematic and widespread vi-
olations of human rights globally. It may occur
against any woman or girl regardless of nation-
ality, age or socio-economic status. In Ethiopia,
violence against women and girls continues to
be a major challenge and a threat to women'’s
empowerment. Women and girls face physical,
psychological and sexual abuses that undermine
their health and ability to earn livelihoods; disrupt
their social systems and relationships; and partic-
ularly for girls, robs them of their childhood and
education.

According to the 201 Ethiopia Demographic
Health Survey (EDHS), two of every three women
(68%) and one of every two men (45%) believe
that wife beating is justified under specific cir-
cumstance. The survey also indicated that 41% of
Ethiopian women aged 20-24 had been married
before they reached 18 years of age, while 8% of
those aged 15-19 years were married before their
15th birthday.

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
(FDRE) has put in place appropriate and effective
legal and policy provisions to promote the rights
of women and girls; and these are enshrined in
the Constitution (1995). Ethiopia has also ratified
many of the international and continental instru-
ments that promote and protect women’s rights,
including among others, the Convention on the
Elimination of Discrimination against Women

lice units, (iii) a Special Bench for VAW cases with-
in the Federal Criminal Court, (iv) Child-friendly
courts, and (v) Child crime investigations units
within the Ministry and Bureaus of Justice.

However, despite these legislative and institution-
al provisions, support for the rehabilitation and re-
integration of survivors of violence is still limited.
Women and girls still lack access to coordinated,
quality essential services, and as a result, continue
to be affected by the psycho-social impacts of vio-
lence, which in some cases has resulted in death
by suicide or from depression. In the absence of
effective rehabilitative and psycho-social support,
women and girl-survivors of violence have found
very little incentive to report the violence and seek
justice against the perpetrators. UN Women and
other development partners have been support-
ing a number of initiatives and Civil Society Or-
ganizations (CSOs), but this support has not had
sufficient scale to effectively address the chal-
lenges faced by women and girl-survivors of vio-
lence in a holistic manner and in accordance with
international standards.

It is against this background that The United Na-
tions entity for Gender Equality and the Empow-
erment of Women (UN Women) commissioned
this assessment on “the Availability, Accessibility,
Quality and Demand for Rehabilitative and Reinte-
gration Services for Women and Girl- Survivors of
Violence in Ethiopia”. The assessment will add to
the evidence-base for planning and development
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