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THE ISSUE 
Data and statistics are indispensable tools for devising evidence-based 
policies to achieve gender equality and women’s empowerment, assessing 
their impact, and promoting accountability.

With 17 goals, 169 targets and 232 indicators (of 
which 54 are gender-specific), the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs) represent a historic 
global compact to achieve gender equality  
by 2030. 

However, the challenges for gender-responsive 
monitoring of the SDGs are daunting. Currently, 

out of the 54 gender-specific indicators, only 10 
can reliably be monitored at the global level. 
Established methodologies exist for another 25 
indicators but country coverage is insufficient 
to allow for global monitoring. The remaining 
18 indicators still require some level of con-
ceptual elaboration and/or methodological 
development. 

At a Glance: 

MAKING EVERY WOMAN 
AND GIRL COUNT

   

UN Women/Ryan Brown

2017 Annual R  eport: Planning Phase 3  



At a Glance: Making Every Woman and Girl Count

FACTS AND FIGURES:  
Gender data gaps are pervasive
• �10 out of 54 gender-specific SDGs indicators can be

reliably monitored at the global level.

• �26 per cent of the data needed to monitor the
gender-related SDGs targets is currently available. 

• �17 per cent of the gender data needed to monitor
change over time is currently available.

• �15 per cent of countries have legislation that
mandates specialized gender-based surveys.

• �13 per cent of countries have a dedicated gender
statistics budget.

In the 2030 Agenda, localization and adequate 
monitoring of SDGs targets will be critical 
to ensure that policies are implemented and 
progress is monitored. Targets that are not 
monitored due to lack of data are likely to 
receive less priority. Given these imperatives 
the need to produce relevant and quality 
gender-sensitive indicators to monitor the 
SDGs is now greater than ever. Without 
significant technical and financial investments 
to support National Statistical Systems (NSS) to 
tackle these challenges, there will be important 
gaps in our ability to adequately monitor the 
implementation of the SDGs.

UN WOMEN’S STRATEGY FOR CHANGE
Building on UN Women’s unique normative, policy, programmatic and 
coordination mandates, the Making Every Woman and Girl Count Flagship 
Programme Initiative (FPI) aims to address three inter-related challenges:

• �Weak policy space and legal and financial
environment to produce gender statistics
at national level;

• �Technical challenges within NSS that limit
the production of gender statistics; and

• �Lack of access and limited capacity on the part
of users to analyse data to inform policies.

Actions needed to address these challenges will 
be country specific but fall under three broad 
categories:

1. �Enabling environment: Promoting a
supportive policy environment to address 
institutional and financial constraints and to

strengthen policies and practices governing 
the production and use of gender statistics.

2.  �Data production: Supporting efforts to
improve the regular production of gender
statistics, including building the technical
capacity of the NSS and providing finan-
cial support to collect data to monitor the
SDGs and other national commitments.

3.  �Data accessibility: Promoting greater
access and analysis of data by users, 
including open access, providing dissem-
ination tools, supporting user-producer
dialogues and strengthening the capacity
of all relevant actors to use gender
statistics in policy and advocacy.

Source: UN Women 2018. Turning Promises into Action: Gender Equality in the 2030 Agenda for Sustain-
able Development; United Nations. 2013. Report of the UN Secretary- General on Gender Statistics.
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