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Artwork used in this publication, including cover art, was created by survivors of conflict-related sexual violence during the 
conflict in Kosovo (UNSCR 1244) for the exhibition “Colours of Our Souls,” organized by UN Women. Photo credits: UN 
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The UN Women global programme on 
gender-sensitive transitional justice (GSTJ) 
has contributed to significant changes in 
women’s lives, seeking truth, reconciliation 
and justice for the crimes and trauma they 
have endured. The EU-funded programme 
(2015-2018) focused its activities on 
Colombia, Nepal, the Philippines and 
Kosovo,2 in addition to global and indirect 
support to transitional justice processes in 
many other countries, including Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Guatemala, Mali and Tunisia. 
The programme included a wide range of 
activities implemented by state agencies, 
NGOs, and UN agencies which were 
supported by the respective UN Women 
offices in countries and at headquarters. 
The programme also supported dialogue, 
research and advocacy at the international 
level. 
 
The GSTJ programme utilized innovative 
approaches, tailored to the context and the 
needs of survivors, including connecting 
transitional justice to economic 
empowerment, using digital technology for 
truth-telling, employing intersectional 
approaches to gender in transitional 

justice, and using a gendered approach for 
examining transitional justice in the context 
of violent extremism. The programme 
facilitated mutual learning between global 
transitional justice experts and national 
practitioners, as well as between national-
level actors from different contexts. 
Beyond bringing a gender perspective into 
transitional justice processes, the 
programme also highlighted ways in which 
transitional justice processes themselves 
can become avenues for promoting social 
transformation towards greater gender 
equality.  
 
Through the GSTJ programme, UN Women 
contributed substantially to transitional 
justice processes in countries, and to the 
evolution of good practice on gender-
sensitive transitional justice around the 
globe. The programme’s outcomes 
evidence the need for sustained and 
scaled-up support for UN Women’s work in 
this area, moving beyond the pilot phase of 
the GSTJ programme to ensure that UN 
Women consistently engages as a global 
leader on gender-sensitive transitional 
justice in the future. 

  

                                                      
2 All references to Kosovo in this publication are understood to be under United Nations Security Council resolution 1244 
(1999) 
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