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Foreword

The global inquiry into the state of our planet that has preceded the 2002 World Summit on
Sustainable Development paints a fairly dismal picture. Levels of absolute poverty have not de-
clined and many environmental conditions appear to have worsened since the 1992 Earth Sum-
mit. This raises serious questions regarding the policies of governments and international agencies,
as well as the social and environmental impacts of business activities. What went wrong?

Part of the problem has to do with poor analysis and weak attempts by powerful actors and organi-
zations to apply new learning and approaches. There is a tendency to emphasize complementarities
between economic, social and environmental aspects of development, and to assume that every-
one can agree on environmental objectives and benefit from environmental protection. Often
ignored are the contradictions inherent in development policies and processes, the trade-offs
between environmental protection and human welfare, and the fact that conservation and devel-
opment interventions produce winners and losers. Mainstream approaches have frequently failed
to adequately address the social and political dimensions of environmental change: the impacts of
conservation schemes on local livelihoods and cultural rights; the role of different actors and
institutions in environmental change; the forms of social mobilization and participation that are
necessary to influence policy and resource management practices; patterns of local resistance to
top-down interventions; elite resistance to and co-optation of agendas that promote reform; and
structural impediments to change.

Issues such as these have been central to UNRISD research in the field of environment and sus-
tainable development. Since the late 1980s, the Institute sponsored 13 projects, involving re-
search in approximately 40 countries, which produced 70 published works. This report summarizes
some of the main research findings and briefly describes each of the publications.

What emerges clearly from this body of research is the need to better integrate environmental and
livelihood objectives, to address the social and environmental impacts of policies associated with
economic growth and liberalization; and to enhance the capacity of low-income groups to influ-
ence decision making that impacts their lives.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the authors who have written UNRISD publications
on environmental and sustainable development issues, and the many other researchers who were
involved in the studies. | would also like to thank the large number of academic institutions,
research foundations, grassroots organizations, NGOs, governments, international agencies, and
publishers that collaborated with UNRISD in this field of inquiry.

Thandika Mkandawire
Director, UNRISD



TR EER, Fe RS HHEA 4RI T :

https://www.yunbaogao.cn/report/index/report?reportld=5 21450




