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About the Cover Art 

Human Nature by Kuros Zahedi (Iran, 1973) is a 3-D collage that reflects his particular artistic 
language, addressing “the human being's connection to the natural world”. According to Zahedi, “we 
are simultaneously one with nature and separate from it. We apprehend, quantify and classify the 
world and thereby gain mastery over it, but in a very real way, we are nature.” 

Zahedi’s piece consists of a circular disposition of nature elements with a human element in the 
middle, representing the equilibrium between them. It represents, in his own words, “a tension 
between the organic elegance of the natural elements and the ordered arrangement of the grid—
culture, civilization, a city or agriculture from above—the intellect, empiricism, and categorization.” 

The UNRISD Visions of Change call encouraged creative thinkers from all over the world to submit 
artwork illustrating key social development values and themes of equity, sustainability, inclusion, and 
progressive social change. 
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Editors’ Note 
Some changes have been made to standardize the presentation of chapters in this volume. 
The original texts have been reset to fit the present format. Boxes, figures and tables have 
been renumbered. There has been some light copyediting, mainly to standardize usage 
throughout the volumes and in some cases, for clarity.  
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