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Summary  
The environment in Senegal is generally conducive to the development of a social and solidarity 
economy (SSE), but there are still issues to be addressed. At the political level, the creation of a 
dedicated ministry has provided the sector with an important steering mechanism. However, the legal 
framework is still being developed: a sectoral policy statement and a framework law on SSE, which 
are in the process of being drafted, should improve the governance of the sector.  

Despite several projects and programmes initiated by the City of Dakar to support communities and 
social and solidarity economy organizations (SSEOs), implementation of an SSE policy is limited by a 
number of constraints: the lack of a legal framework that reflects the heterogeneity of the sector; the 
lack of planning, promotion and visibility of the sector in local policy; the professionalization of actors; 
and the failure to include SSEOs in the definition of public policies.  

The multiplicity of SSE structures in the city does not help decision-making in the design and 
implementation of a planned local public policy that will ensure the promotion and visibility of the 
sector. The existing participatory, consultation and information-sharing mechanisms are still not 
functional enough to allow stakeholders to engage with technical services, support structures and 
elected municipal officials on projects and programmes, and selection, funding, support and monitoring 
procedures for economic and social inclusion strategies. 

The City of Dakar supports SSEOs through the establishment of several decentralized support 
structures (FODEM, CEPEM, the Mutual Savings and Credit Union and the Housing Cooperative, 
etc.). These structures are support mechanisms for SSEOs that are positioned throughout the social 
entrepreneurship process. These tools are complementary pillars in the strategy of supporting SSEOs 
to boost the sustainability of social enterprises with personalized support. 

The City of Dakar, through its various stand-alone projects, has developed a raft of measures to 
promote SSE in its development plans and programmes. The existence of training initiatives that are 
not SSE-related is an opportunity to strengthen the capacities of SSEOs. These training programmes 
are based on a package of non-financial services that include the training and mentoring of social 
enterprises.  

However, there is not yet an incentive framework to provide social enterprises with access to public 
procurement or funding, despite the existence of many national funding structures that have still not 
been adapted to SSEOs.  

The creation in 2017 of the SSE Directorate within a ministry that is specifically dedicated to SSE is an 
opportunity for increased awareness, outreach and advocacy of SSE in public policies. The City of 
Dakar and the Platform of Non-State Actors, by setting up RACTES to promote SSE in public policies, 
have developed a multi-stakeholder approach through a campaign to raise awareness, to inform and 
influence and to drive the promotion of SSE in public policies within local governance structures.  
 

The lack of a systematic data collection and research system on SSE limits the analysis and systematic 
production of knowledge to capitalize on achievements and experiences for the development of public 
policies for the promotion and development of SSE in the city. 
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Subdivisions of the City of Dakar 
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