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Summary  
 
The 2011 Asia and Pacific Round Table, Prosperity for the billions in Asia and the Pacific: green 
growth and poverty reduction discussed green growth, also called environmentally sustainable 
economic growth, and its influences on poverty reduction. The Round Table emphasized that poverty 
reduction should continue to be the overriding concern of green growth. The Asia Pacific has often 
been an exemplary region in green growth, but there remains much to do, both in the region and in the 
world.  
 
Panellists agreed that in the Asia Pacific “factory of the world”, adaptation to energy efficiency and 
cleaner production are necessary to keep improving productivity and competitiveness and in turn 
reduce poverty.  
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Disclaimer 
 
This document presents the viewpoints of various speakers and not the opinion or policy of UNIDO. 
It was produced without formal United Nation’s editing. The designations employed and the 
presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever 
on the part of the Secretariat of UNIDO concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or 
area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic 
system or degree of development. Due to the broad range of participants and contributors, the report 
uses the terms “Asia and the Pacific” or “Asia Pacific” broadly and interchangeably. Designations 
such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are intended for statistical convenience and 
do not necessarily express a judgment about the stage reached by a particular country or area in the 
development process. Mention of firm names or commercial products does not constitute an 
endorsement by UNIDO. 
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Executive Summary 
 
 
Introduction 
The Round Table brought panellists from private, public and NGO sectors together and asked them 
how to achieve green growth while continuing to reduce poverty. The Round Table agreed that 
poverty reduction should be the overriding concern of green growth.  
  
Asia and the Pacific context and green growth 
Industry-led economic growth has lifted millions out of poverty in Asia and the Pacific within a short 
twenty years, as the issue paper illustrated. Industrial growth should continue to reduce the still high 
levels of poverty in the region. Panellists agreed that in the Asia and the Pacific ‘factory of the world’, 
adaptation to energy efficiency and cleaner production are necessary to keep improving productivity 
and competitiveness. It is also necessary to reduce the ecological deficit the region has been running, 
as demonstrated in the issue paper. Greener growth requires a new paradigm that harmonises green 
policies, economic growth and poverty reduction. Some at the Round Table called this tripartite 
notion green inclusive growth. 
 
The Asia and the Pacific region’s ability to carry out reforms signalled at the Durban Conference (28 
November 2011 to 11 December 2011) will depend on a number of factors including the scaling-up of 
existing green technologies in manufacturing and the right domestic policy climate to promote green 
growth. Significant internalizations of environmental costs in the future were emphasised at Durban. 
In the medium to long-term, said panellist, the prices of resources will climb because of worldwide 
demand, so companies that become efficient now will win out in the end.  
 
Industrial Efficiency 
Industrial efficiency is one moderate way the Round Table contributed to the discussion leading to 
Rio+20. The keynote speaker said actors of influence needed to encourage the separation of the idea 
that helping the environment increased costs. The wise use of resources, to increase businesses’ rates 
of return, will help integrate the environment with the economy. One could intervene in a country’s 
eco-efficiency and therefore in an economy’s sustainability through better technologies and industrial 
efficiency, as illustrated in Figure 1. 

Figure 1: Determinates of environmental sustainability  
 
Technology Transfer 
The Round Table acknowledged the importance of technology transfer and summed it: “Innovation is 
now worldwide. There is no place for splendid isolation”. Technology education for the public and 
national governments is in tune with plans made at the Durban Climate Change Conference to ensure 
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the Technology Mechanism, a decision of COP 16 in Cancun, is operational in 2012. Within the 
region, technology transfer will establish ISOs and best practices and ensure Small and Medium-sized 
Enterprises (SMEs) are informed about greener and cheaper technologies.  
 
2012 The year of sustainable energy for all 
One way of ensuring the very poor, those living on less than US$2 per day, are included in the 
benefits of economic growth is ensuring equality of access to things like education, water, social 
services and energy. In one panellist’s opinion, the combination of solar energy plus locally available 
biomass, whether crop waste or fuel wood, creates, “a perfect fit at the local village level”, between 
being green and alleviating poverty.  
 
Distributed energy, said one panellist, was often a great deal cheaper than fossil fuel-run centralized 
energy, but government regulations about who can produce power and how they can produce power 
can be too stringent, adding costs and disincentives.  
 
 
A technical expert for energy acknowledged the necessity of having a reliable, relatively large-scale 
power source in addition to distributed, small-scale power sources. However, scaling-up of projects is 
becoming especially practical now that prices for renewable energy technologies have dropped. 
Greening existing fossil-fuel power sources will also contribute to lowering carbon emissions. 
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Policy 
 
The Round Table agreed that the region must continue to support favourable business environments 
that encourage technological improvement, competitiveness and efficiency. Market Based Instruments 
would be least damaging to industry, so long as international agreements ensure implementation 
coincides.  
 
One audience member questioned the role of government in promoting green growth and the keynote 
speaker replied giving away green incentives or subsidising people directly was “not a good way to 
actually promote social equity because …then the people have less incentive to work. […instead some 
are promoting the provision of] equal opportunities instead of equalized outcomes” Another panellist 
added that, “intelligent State intervention can create the right externalities to drive inclusive growth as 
well as green growth”, supporting all three pillars of sustainable development.  
 
One panellist suggested government could provide the right incentives for job creation by promoting 
agriculture and industrial processing or by building mills, and organizing space into economic zones. 
In doing so, Least Developed Countries can create more jobs for farmers and in time, encourage 
people to move and work in factories or industrial zones, lifting their incomes. 
 
One of the reasons, a keynote speaker said, is that people regard the environment as a free good, and 
pricing mechanisms do not reflect real or environmental costs. A foreseeable result of environmental 
cost internalization would be the reduction of environmental damage. 
It would be in the interests of both sectors to improve water and energy efficiency. As with any 
consumption-based price increase though, blanket price-internalization could have a disproportionate 
impact on the poor.  
 
The issue paper suggested that governments needed to bridge the gap between long-term social 
benefit and short-term commercial benefit in order to promote the active participation of the private 
sector in the area of environmental R&D. 
 
Additionally, some on the panel argued governments could reduce or eliminate some environmentally 
harmful subsidies. In this case, removing such subsidies and/or the implementation of environmental 
taxes can yield both economic and environmental benefits. “Prices are quite low because of subsidies, 
the result being people over-use the resources so we have to make the price right—finally removing 
those double failures” 

预览已结束，完整报告链接和二维码如下：
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