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The Sustainable  
Development Goals

Disclaimer

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the 
part of the Secretariat of the United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries, or its economic system or degree of development. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are intended for statistical convenience and do not necessarily express a judgment about 
the stage reached by a particular country or area in the development process. Mention of firm names or commercial products does not constitute an endorsement by UNIDO. The selection of projects to illustrate UNIDO’s 
engagement aims at demonstrating their geographic and thematic variety and scope and is not endorsed by UNIDO.
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Goal 1.
End poverty in all its forms everywhere 

Goal 2.
End hunger, achieve food security and  
improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture 

Goal 3.
Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages 

Goal 4.
Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education  
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all

Goal 5. 
Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 

Goal 6. 
Ensure availability and sustainable management  
of water and sanitation for all 

Goal 7. 
Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable  
and modern energy for all 

Goal 8.
Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, 
full and productive employment and decent work for all 

Goal 9. 
Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 
industrialization and foster innovation 

Goal 10. 
Reduce inequality within and among countries 

Goal 11. 
Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe,  
resilient and sustainable 

Goal 12. 
Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns 

Goal 13. 
Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts

Goal 14. 
Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and  
marine resources for sustainable development 

Goal 15.
�Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial 
ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, 
and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

Goal 16.
Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, 
accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels 

Goal 17. 
Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize  
the Global Partnership for Sustainable Development
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UNIDO’s vision to address today’s economic, 
social and environmental challenges is 
enshrined in the Lima Declaration, which 
was adopted by UNIDO Member States in 
December 2013. 

On this basis, the Organization pursues 
Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial 
Development to harness industry’s full potential 
to contribute to lasting prosperity for all. 
The mandate is based on the recognition by 
Member States that poverty eradication “can 
only be achieved through strong, inclusive, 
sustainable and resilient economic and 
industrial growth, and the effective integration 
of the economic, social and environmental 
dimensions of sustainable development.” 

Inclusive and sustainable industrial 
development (ISID) means that: 
•  �Every country achieves a higher level of 

industrialization in their economies and 
benefits from the globalization of markets 
for industrial goods and services.

•  �No one is left behind in benefiting from 
industrial growth, and prosperity is shared 
among women and men in all countries. 

•  �Broader economic and social growth is 
supported within an environmentally 
sustainable framework. 

•  �The unique knowledge and resources of all 
relevant development actors are combined to 
maximize the development impact of ISID.

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
constitute the core of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development adopted by the 
international community on 25 September 
2015, the new development framework that 
seeks to transform our world and will guide 
all global, regional and national development 
endeavours for the next 15 years.  These 
Goals, and their associated targets, frame the 
2030 Agenda with the vision and ambition 
to both achieve a balance among the three 
dimensions of sustainable development – 
environmental, social and economic – and 
integrate them into a universal and visionary 

framework for global cooperation and 
action. This integrated approach intrinsically 
recognizes the interrelated nature of all goals 
and targets, their trade-offs and synergies.
UNIDO’s goal of achieving ISID is explicitly 
recognized and anchored within the 
internationally agreed 2030 Agenda. 

Through Goal 9, the Member States of the 
United Nations call upon the international 
community to “build resilient infrastructure, 
promote inclusive and sustainable 
industrialization and foster innovation”. ISID 
can therefore serve as a primary engine not 
only of job creation and economic growth but 
also of technology transfer, investment flows 
and skills development, as also acknowledged 
in the Addis Ababa Action Agenda of the 
Third International Conference on Financing 
for Development held in July 2015. 

In addition to Goal 9, all other SDGs 
incorporate some industry-related aspects 
and targets. As a core driver of the global 

Inclusive and Sustainable Industrial 
Development and the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development



development agenda to eradicate poverty 
and advance sustainable development, ISID 
therefore makes a critical contribution 
towards addressing the economic, social and 
environmental dimensions of development  
in a systemic and holistic manner.  
 
UNIDO’s extensive and widely recognized 
knowledge and expertise in supporting 
countries in their sustainable industrialization 
efforts make the Organization a reference 
institution for the implementation all these 
industry-related aspects in the SDGs, as well  
as the follow-up and review of progress 
towards the related achievements. 

In line with the renewed mandates given 
to both UNIDO and the United Nations 
development system, the Organization’s 
programmatic approach is guided by three 
interrelated thematic priorities, each of which 
represents different aspects of ISID: 
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UNIDO programmatic framework for 2016-2019

Inclusive  
and sustainable  

industrial  
development 

(ISID) Safeguarding  
the environment:  
Environmentally  

sustainable growth, 
via cleaner industrial 

technologies and  
production  

methods

Creating shared
 prosperity: 

Inclusive growth with  
equal opportunities for  

all people, via  
partnerships  

with all relevant  
stakeholders

Advancing  
economic  

competitiveness:  
Industrial growth,  

increased trade, and 
technological  
progress, via  

modern industrial  
policies

Enablers:
•  �Technical cooperation
•  �Analytical and research 

functions and policy 
advisory services

•  �Normative functions and 
standards/ compliance-
related activities

•  �Convening and 
partnerships for 
knowledge transfer, 
networking and industrial 
cooperation
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Contribution of Inclusive and  
Sustainable Industrial Development  
to the SDGs

Creating shared prosperity: Advancing 
poverty eradication and inclusiveness, building 
productive capacities in an inclusive manner, 
and providing increased opportunities for 
all women and men as well as across social 
groups, also through partnerships with 
all relevant stakeholders involved in the 
industrialization process;

Advancing economic competitiveness: 
Advancing rapid economic and industrial 
growth, fostering entrepreneurship, building 
trade capacities in industries, and ensuring that 
all countries can benefit from international 
trade and technological progress, also through 
the application of modern industrial policies 
and compliance with global standards and 
norms;

Safeguarding the environment: Advancing 
environmentally sustainable growth, building 
institutional capacities for greening industries 
through cleaner production technologies and 
resource efficiency methodologies, creating 
green industries, including in fields of waste 
management and recycling, supporting energy 
transitions, and implementing the various 
multilateral environmental agreements.

Strategic partnerships and international 
industrial cooperation have proven to be 
innovative and impact-maximizing approaches 
to address the multidimensional context 
of economic deprivation, social inequality, 
and environmental degradation. Hence, any 
response to achieve poverty eradication and 
sustainable development – the overarching 
goal of the new development agenda – will 
need to consider these approaches if it is to 
be successful. UNIDO strives to link its ISID 
priorities with all the 17 SDGs, in order to 
ensure that, the Organization’s programmes, 
projects and initiatives have positive synergetic 
effects in supporting the achievement of all the 
objectives of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 

UNIDO’s contribution to the 2030 Agenda 
will be most visibly recognized in the progress 
nations will make on SDG-9. However, 
according to UNIDO’s analysis, the multiplier 
effect of industrialization on all other 
areas of development will further reinforce 
UNIDO’s contribution to the achievement 
of the development goals in their entirety. 
Directly through its contribution to Goal 9, or 
indirectly through programmatic or thematic 
involvement in other SDGs, UNIDO supports 
the achievement of the agenda at large.

For the sake of simplicity, the present 
document summarizes the contribution 
of UNIDO’s mandate as well as current 
and planned future activities vis-à-vis the 
SDGs, with a special focus on SDG-9, which 
highlights and affirms the critical importance 
of ISID and its contribution to all 17 goals.
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The eradication of poverty is the ultimate objective 
of all development agendas, and as such it is 
explicitly stated in UNIDO’s mandate. The Lima 
declaration recognizes industrialization as central 
to achieving longer-lasting wealth creation and 
economic advancement, both in developing and in 
industrialized countries. 

In the face of a rapidly changing global economic 
landscape and increasing inequalities, a strategy 
for sustained growth must ensure a form of 
industrialization that makes opportunities accessible 
to all people while distributing income and non-

income gains from prosperity more equally across 
society. Such a structural transformation associated 
with the development of a robust and more 
diversified manufacturing sector and a strengthened 
agro-industry plays an important role in increasing 
the ability of countries to constantly generate new 
and dynamic activities based on upgrading to higher 
levels of value addition, higher productivity, or 
higher returns to scale, thus providing decent jobs 
for a growing share of the population.

Inclusive and sustainable industrial development, 
when adequately linked to formal job markets 
and health, safety and environmental standards, is 
well recognized for having crucial impacts on job 
creation, sustainable livelihoods, technology and 
skills development, food security and equitable 
growth -some of the key requirements for 
eradicating poverty by 2030.
 
In addition, when environmental safeguards and 
social inclusiveness criteria are properly taken 
into account, as is mandated by ISID, industry 
proves to be a powerful driver of prosperity and 
collective wellbeing. In particular, ISID prioritizes 
the increased participation of women, youth and 

the rural poor in productive actives, and enables 
them to benefit from these activities in ways that 
recognize the value of their contributions, respect 
their dignity and improve their ability to bring 
about positive change in society through improved 
access to economic resources and opportunities.  
By ensuring that the benefits of industrialization are 
shared by all, that the living conditions of all are 
sustainably improved, and that no one is left behind, 
ISID can play a central role in the achievement of 
the ambitious, yet achievable, SDG-1. 
 
On this basis, UNIDO’s strategies directed towards 
poverty reduction aim to enable countries create the 
necessary conditions for sustaining economic and 
inclusive growth by unleashing the underutilized 
assets of the economy and enhancing their potential 
for productivity increases. 

Through ISID, and especially through the 
promotion of small and medium-sized enterprises 
and agro-business and agro-value chain 
development, UNIDO seeks to help societies 
move out of poverty while laying the foundation 
for the development of a modern and sustainable 
industrialized economy.

Goal 1:  
End poverty in all its forms everywhere
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