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After all, the global economy faces strong headwinds: continued slow growth, geopolitical tensions, 
migration and rapid technological change. Fortunately, UNIDO has learned what works and what 
doesn’t when it comes to industrial development. 

Over the past five decades, we have launched successful industries, safeguarded the environment, 
reduced carbon dioxide emissions, developed profitable partnerships with the private sector,  
promoted new innovative technologies, created jobs and developed skilled workforces that  
mitigate the risk of people falling into poverty. 

The Department of Environment’s programmes play a crucial role in this work. One of its priorities 
is to assist industries to improve resource productivity and environmental performance through the 
adoption of Resource Efficient and Cleaner Production practices, methods and techniques, as well 
as through enhanced recycling, resource recovery and treatment of all wastes.

Others in the Department of Environment work to reduce and eliminate the prevalence of persistent 
organic pollutants. In doing so, they seek to develop new, as well as re-tool existing, industries for 
the better management of these substances.

In implementing the Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, the  
Department of Environment’s projects phase out these substances—as well as similar substances 
with high global warming potential—from industrial processes and products by assisting countries 
to upgrade their industries and introduce alternatives. This does not only help the ozone layer, it 
also drastically reduces the emission of greenhouse gases.

Finally, the Department is also preparing for emerging environmental compliance regimes by  
developing methodologies to support the industries of UNIDO’s Member States in meeting the  
obligations of upcoming treaties, such as the Minamata Convention on Mercury.

One year ago, world leaders adopted 17 Sustainable Development Goals. Goal 9 calls on  
countries to “promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization”. As you’ll see in the following 
pages, UNIDO’s Environment Department takes that mandate to heart, working towards solutions 
that are sustainable not only for the Earth, but also for all the people who live on it.

Li Yong
Director General

On the occasion of our 50th anniversary, I can say with confidence 
that UNIDO’s mandate to promote inclusive and sustainable 
industrial development has never been more relevant. 
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In UNIDO’s Environment Department, we’re not so used to tooting 
our own horn. But our Organization’s 50th birthday is worth 
celebrating. And, as you’ll see in the following pages, we have  
a lot to share about who we are, how far we’ve come and where 
we’re going. 

In Part One, Who We Help, you will meet extraordinary people in fascinating places around the 
world, as you hear directly from beneficiaries of 26 of our projects. Those beneficiaries include 
individuals such as an agricultural worker in Mexico, businesses such as a canning factory in Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic and governments of countries ranging from India to Eritrea to Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines. Though far-flung in location as well as in scope, all these projects also 
share one beneficiary in common: the environment.

In Part Two, Who We Are, you’ll hear a little from us. A timeline of our history shows the twists and 
turns of UNIDO’s environment portfolio, which just last year led to the establishment of the Environ-
ment Department as it exists today, with divisions dedicated to the Montreal Protocol (ozone de-
pleting substances), the Stockholm Convention (persistent organic pollutants), industrial resource 
efficiency and emerging compliance regimes. On other pages, we give you a window into who we 
are as a team—from the number of languages we speak to our caffeinated drink preferences. 

Our team also shares a common vision. Its iterations have taken on many names over the years, but 
recently we’ve grown partial to the moniker “circular economy”. This economic model has been tak-
ing the world by storm, and we think we have something unique to add: The ability to help bring the 
circular economy’s benefits to developing countries. You’ll read a little about that vision in these 
pages, and we plan to share more through various channels in the months to come.

These pages also contain a few surprises: a crossword puzzle, a mandala for coloring and a photo 
challenge. These are offered in the spirit of dialogue: We don’t want to talk at you, but engage with 
you—whether you are a partner, a funder, a beneficiary or a member of the public. We hope this 
booklet will contribute to a larger conversation that will continue in meeting rooms and cafes, in 
waiting rooms and on airplanes, on Facebook, Twitter and WhatsApp…and even around all of our 
family dinner tables.

These pages represent our best summary of how we—as a department, as an organization, and as 
a global community—can “make it green”. We’re looking forward to our next 50 years, and we hope 
you will join us for the ride.

Stephan Sicars
Director, Department of Environment 



6

Editorial team: Mounirah Bissiri, Luise Eisfeld, Maartje Geerlings, Fukuya Iino (project manager),  
Ozunimi Iti (project manager), Alice Miller, Yana Prosvirova, Matthias Koster, GIORGIA Pasqualetto,  
Sharon Thampi, Chelsea Wald (editor), Jiani Wu

Design: Monopol (www.monopol.at)

PRINTing: gugler GmbH

Disclaimers

This document has been produced without formal United Nations editing. The designations employed and the presentation 
of the material in this document do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat of the 
United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area 
or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries, or its economic system or degree of devel-
opment. Designations such as “developed”, “industrialized” and “developing” are intended for statistical convenience and 
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Our environmental work  
has been backed by hundreds  
of funders over the past  
five decades. 
Those listed below have supported projects that we have undertaken in the past five years. 

And many thanks to all of our project partners  
around the world who help us make it green.

• Austria: Development Bank  
of Austria; Federal Ministry 
of Agriculture, Forestry, 
Environment and Water 
Management

• Belgium
• CANADA 
• China: Ministry of Commerce 

(MOFCOM); China International 
Center for Economic and 
Technical Exchanges (CICETE)

• Common Fund for  
Commodities (CFC)

• Czech Republic
• European Union
• Finland
• France: French Development 

Agency (AfD)
• Germany: German Federal 

Ministry of the Environment, 
Nature Conservation, Building 
and Nuclear Safety 

• Global Environment Facility 
(GEF)

• Global Green Growth  
Institute 

• Heineken International B.V.  
• India
• International Labour  

Organization (ILO)  
• Iranian Fuel Conservation 

Organization     
• ISREAL
• Italy: Ministry for the 

Environment and the 
Protection of Land and Sea 

• Japan	
• Republic of Korea: Korea 

International Cooperation 
Agency 

• Mongolia
• Multilateral Fund for  

the Implementation of the 
Montreal Protocol

• Nigeria
• Norway: The Royal Norwegian 

Embassy, Khartoum
• One UN Fund
• Organisation for Economic 

Co-operation and 
Development (OECD)

• Regional Network on Pesticide 
for Asia and the Pacific Member 
Countries (RENPAP)	

• Russian Federation
• Slovenia	
• Spain: Spain Millennium 

Development Goals  
Achievement Fund

• Sweden
• Switzerland: Federal Office 

for the Environment; State 
Secretariat for Economic 
Affairs (SECO)

• Trust Fund for Latin America and 
the Caribbean 

• United Nations Development
	 Programme (UNDP)
• United Nations Environment 	
	 Programme (UNEP)
• United Nations Educational,
	 Scientific and Cultural
	 Organization (UNESCO)
• UN Peacebuilding Fund
• World Health Organization
	 (WHO)
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Who we help
PART one
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